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For over a decade, PWI has been bringing 
the wrestling arena (and the locker room) to 
the fans. No other wrestling magazine that 
covers the entire spectrum of the sport can 
boast of the same quality writers, editors, and 
photographers. PWI is acknowledged world- 
wide as the best! 


EHCLUGIVE FEATURES! 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 

the action is, providing the most complete 
coverage of wrestling available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the 
magnificent full-color centerfold—PWI 
brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI 
includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena 
Reports” . . . Eddie Ellner’s lively and contro- 
versial “Off The Top Rope” . . . An incisive 
“Press Conference” with one of the sport's top 
stars . .. Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports”... “Time Capsules” . . . And don’t 
forget: Your subscription to PWI includes the 
spectacular 100-page year-end issue, priced 
at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you can find 
it!) and any other specials we produce 
throughout the year! 


TWO WANs TO SUBSCRIBE! 


© Order a 13-issue subscription to PWI and 
save 20% off the regular newsstand price! 

© Order a 26-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive a whopping 25% savings off the 
regular newsstand rate! 


Dont miss a single issue! 
aubscribe today! 
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| learned to respect Shawn 
Michaels last night while viewing 
WresileMania XII. | watched him 
and Bret go at it for over an hour 
in one of the best matches I’ve 
seen in a long time. | still don’t like 
Michaels, but he fought his heart 
out and he deserved to win the 
title. | guess under all the dancing 
and glitz, there really is one hell of 
a wrestler. 

How long Shawn remains 
champion is anybody’s guess. Let 
him beat The Undertaker, Vader, 
Diesel, and a few more, and even 
| may be ready to call him the next 
Ric Flair. Last night was kind of 
like watching a younger Flair at 
times. Yeah, Shawn, you made 
me respect you last night. Now 
let's see you make me like you. 
Truthfully, | think you’ll keep the 
belt a while. You’re damn good. 

JOHN TEEMAN 
Kalamazoo, MI 


MONDAY NIGHT 
MUDSLINGING 

Wrestling’s hottest topic this 
decade is unquestionably the 
Monday night wars, with WWF 
Monday Night Raw vs. WCW 
Monday Nitro. Every week, each 
show tries to out-do the other in 
terms of great matches, shocking 
interviews, and you-never-know- 
what’s-coming-next surprises! 
Well, that was the theory, anyway. 
Here’s a projected transcript of the 
next Monday night in the Simon 
household: 

Click! “I\'m Eric Bischoff, and 
welcome to Nitro! Here are all the 
pre-recorded results from tonight's 
episode of Raw...” 

Click! “I’m Vince McMahon, 
and welcome to Raw! Tonight 
we'll see ‘Billionaire Ted’ attempt 
to buy the Ku Klux Klan ...” 

Click! “Vince’s mother is so 
stupid, she threw a rock at the 
ground and missed!” 

Click! “Eric’s mother is so old, 


Shawn Michaels won the respect of reader 
John Teeman with his championship victo- 
ry over Bret Hart at WrestleMania XII. John, 
however, is still not sure if he tikes the new 
WWF World. champion. 
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The 1996 Slammy Awards impressed 
reader Bob Guarino, who feels the WWF 
pulled ahead of WCW with this classy, 
orderly presentation. 


her social security number is two!” 

Crash!!! (At this point, | have 
thrown my remote through my 
television.) 

Vince, Eric, please grow up. 
Now if you’ll excuse me, it’s 
Monday night as | write this. Raw 
and Nitro take the air in about 10 
minutes, so I’m popping in an 
ECW tape in five. 


HARRY SIMON _ 


Las Vegas, NV 


CLASS ACT 

Everyone knows the WWF and 
WCW are competing to be the 
best wrestling federation in the 
world today. In my opinion, the 
WWF definitely got the upper 
hand when they broadcast the 
1996 Slammy Awards. All the par- 
ticipants were very well-mannered 
and acted like the professionals 
they are, unlike some wrestlers, 


like Ric Flair and Kevin Sullivan, 
who can’t attend a WCW event 
without starting some sort of prob- 
lem. Don’t get me wrong, | am a 
fan of both federations, but | think 
the WWF showed a great amount 
of class with this gala award show. 
BOB GUARINO 

Buffalo, NY 


In the May 1996 issue of The 
Wrestler, Big Van Vader was made 
out to be a supreme wrestler who 
would run rampant over the WWF 
(“WWF In-Vader! Can Bret, 
Shawn, And Razor Play The Pain 
Game?”). There isn’t any doubt 
that a 450-pound monster with his 
stunning agility and power isn’t a 
lethal threat to his foes, but he has 
not been as invincible as his man- 
ager, Jim Cornette, suggests. 

Vader was humbled by Hulk 
Hogan in several pay-per-view 
bouts that were supposed to 
go down as all-time classics. He 
has also been defeated by Ric 
Flair, Sting, and Antonio Inoki. He 


also received help from his then- 
manager, Harley Race, in battles 
with Hacksaw Jim Duggan and 
Cactus Jack. 

As for Vader’s career in the 
WWF, he is easily capable of win- 
ning the World title. That is, if he 
can learn to maintain some self- 
discipline, because if he overlooks 
Bret Hart, Yokozuna, The Ultimate 
Warrior, and others, the phrase 
“it's Vader time” will be a bitter pill 
to swallow. 

STEVE NARDI 
West Berlin, NJ 


| think that The Giant has the tal- 
ent to surpass Andre as the great- 
est giant in wrestling history. What 
impresses me most is that The 
Giant doesn’t just rely on his size 
advantage to win his matches. Not 
only does he have the height, but 
he also has great ability and agility 
for a man his size. He can throw a 
dropkick better than many men half 
his size, like The Renegade. He 
can also inflict pain using several 

(Continued on page 50) 


if Big Van Vader’s showings against Hulk Hogan are any indication, his success in 
the WWF is not a given, points out “Your Letters” contributor Steve Nardi. 
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ITH A SINGLE splash off 
the second rope on April 
1, Big Van Vader nearly 


broke Yokozuna’s left leg. Doc- 
tors originally feared the leg was 
broken, but they later discovered 
he had “only” suffered ligament 
and tendon damage. Never- 
theless, Vader’s actions (he also 
attacked Yokozuna as he was 
being loaded into an ambulance) 
sent out a strong message to 
other wrestlers in the federation. 

“| never see so many wrestlers 
so scared since seeing my 
Yokozuna injured by Vader,” a 
worried Mr. Fuji said a few min- 
utes after attendants finally did put 
his friend in an ambulance. “I see 
many brutal men come to WWF 
over the years—none, | thought, 
as brutal as Yokozuna. | am very 
worried for my Yokozuna ... very 
worried for all WWF wrestlers.” 


The Giant looked like he was about to turn fan 
favorite back in April, but then Jimmy Hart got to 
him and convinced him he was better off attack- 
ing Sting than teaming with him. 


“If he tries to come back into from WWF to WVF—for World 
the WWF,” warned Vader, “l’Il Vader Federation!” 
break both his legs—piece by The Giant shocked the world 
piece! Two legs, an arm, and then by not becoming a fan favorite! If 
maybe his neck! It’s Vader 
time! Change those initials 


Yokozuna was down and out and hurt (above) when Big Van Vader (right) 
got through with him on April 1. Yoko suffered ligament and tendon damage 


at Vader’s hands, and Vader wasn’t at all sorry for what he did. 
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Roddy Piper arid his s son Colton were all snilies 
after Roddy humiliated Goldust at WrestleMania 
Xil. Piper is now thinking about seeking a match 
with WWF champion Shawn Michaels. 


you recall, he had a falling-out with 
Kevin Sullivan on March 25. 
Shortly thereafter, it was an- 
nounced that he would be teaming 
with Sting against Harlem Heat 
on WCW Monday Nitro on April 1. 
Right before that match took 
place, Jimmy Hart paid Harlem 
Heat to leave the ringside area 
and said something to The Giant. 
Then, suddenly, The Giant 
attacked Sting and ended up beat- 
ing him by disqualification in their 
impromptu match when Lex 
Luger came to Sting’s aid. Hart 
was ecstatic after that turn of 
events. 

“We fooled everyone again!” he 
said. “We made history by embar- 
rassing the so-called big stars of 
wrestling, Hulk and Sting. The 
Giant listens to me, baby! I’ve got 
a monster who will do my bidding 
for a little grease on the palm. | am 
the most brilliant man in wrestling!” 

The USWA recenily held a bat- 
tle royal to determine its first TV 
champion, and Jesse James 
Armstrong came out with the gold 


... Add Vic Steamboat to 
the list of TV champs in 
wrestling; he won the 
Century Wrestling Alliance 
TV belt from Knuckles 
| Nelson ... Ricky Morton 
was stripped of the Pro 
| Wrestling Federation 
| heavyweight title when he 
failed to appear for a 
scheduled defense on 
March 29. A tournament to 
determine a new champion 
was held the following 
| night; George South won 
.. Skip has finally been 
stripped of the Penn- 
sylvania Championship 
Wrestling U.S. title for 
' refusing to defend the belt. 

“It’s their loss!” Skip said. 
“They won't get a world- 
class star like me to ever 
wear their hunk of tin 
again!” 

WWF fans absolutely 
love Roddy Piper, and 
after seeing him kick 
Goldust’s butt at Wrest- 
leMania XII, the majority of them 
probably are hoping he won’t be 
leaving wrestling again. | talked to 
him about that, and he told me he 


Steve AuaSSers View 


might be hanging around for a 
while yet. 

“The reception the fans gave 
me was maybe the biggest thrill | 
ever felt,” he said. “| mean, they 
cheered me when | was given 
control of the presidency of the 
WWF, but when | beat up that 
fruitcake Goldust ... | never heard 
anything like that. Am | going to 
stay? And if | do stay, do | want to 
wrestle Shawn Michaels for the 
World belt? I think about that 
every day, and | want to know 
what my fans want me to do. They 
are the greatest influences in my 
life.” Fans, if you want to drop a 
short note to Piper in care of this 
column, I'll forward it to him. 

Piper, by the way, is the subject 
of Steve Anderson’s debut col- 
umn, “No Hold Barred,” in this 
issue. Steve fills the vacancy that 
was created when Dave Ro- 
senbaum took over Chris 
Bernucca’s “Steel Cage” column. 
in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. An- 
derson’s cartoons have appeared 
in my column for years, and I’m 
looking forward to seeing his 
views in column form. 

Hillbilly Jim said he’d be will- 

(Continued on page 52) 
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with Steve 


Anderson 


S YOU CAN tell from the 
A vine Dave Rosenbaum 

no longer resides in this 
column. Dave has taken over the 
recently departed Chris Ber- 
nucca’s “Steel Cage” column in 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, and | 
have been asked to fill his journal- 
istic shoes. In addition to my 
monthly column and cartoon, I'll 
give you a top 10 list every month 
in this space. | feel like Jay Leno 
and Conan O’Brien all rolled up 
into one. So, without further adieu 
... heeeeeere’s me. 

As you can probably guess, 
WrestleMania weekend for a 
wrestling reporter is the equivalent 
to Super Bowl weekend for a foot- 
ball reporter. Press conferences, 
interviews, a softball game, the 
Slammys, and the actual event 
itself contributed to my exhaustion 
on a late Sunday night. | left the 
Pond in Anaheim in a fog of fatigue. 
| just wanted to crawl into my hotel 
bed, get some rest, and catch the 
first flight out in the morning. 

| don’t remember the cab ride 
back or even taking the elevator to 
my room. As | stepped through the 
door of my room, my eyes were 
already growing heavy. As my lids 
closed, | noticed something—the 
message light on the telephone 
flashing. | figured something must 
be up at home, so | picked up the 
phone. 

But it wasn’t my wife, kids, or edi- 
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tors. The message went like this: 
“Anderson? Piper. I’m waiting for you 
in the lobby coffee shop. Get down 
here as soon as you get back.” 


Roddy Piper was feeling terrific after he 
beat Goldust at WrestleMania XII. Just a 
few hours later, after he had been 
replaced as WWF president, he wasn’t 
feeling so good. 


| thought | was dreaming. What 
would Roddy Piper want with me? 


He had plenty of opportunities to 
talk with the media at press con- 


ferences, but he was conspicuous 
by his absence. Why now? 

Knowing Piper as | do, | paid 
heed to his request/warning. By 
now, it was close to midnight; the 
coffee shop was near empty. | saw 
a lone figure in a corner booth. 
Piper. The look on his face told me 
it would not be a pleasant gabfest. 
“Sit,” he barked out, startling a 
sleeping waitress, 

“Where were you earlier?” | 
asked as brashly as | could. “We 
could have talked then.” 

“| had no reason to stay 
around,” Piper responded. 

| heard the words come out, but 
| could not believe what | was 
hearing. Piper had just finished an 
exciting and controversial stint as 
acting WWF president. He put 
together an exciting WrestleMania 
and even actively participated in 
one of the more memorable 
matches. He should have been on 
top of the world. 

| relayed these thoughts to the 
perturbed Scotsman. The slam- 
ming of his fist on the table told 
me he disagreed. The sleeping 
waitress was roused yet again. 

“| thought you reporters were 
supposed to be perceptive,” said 
Piper. “Tonight | saw everything 
that | worked for unravel in front of 
my eyes. 

“Monsoon appointed me presi- 
dent knowing my reputation,” he 

(Continued on page 53) 
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R. FUJI HAS never been what one 
Witce consider a patriot, not for his 

native country of Japan or for the 
United States, where he spends most of his 
time now. But there he was at WrestleMania, 
waving the Stars and Stripes as he seconded 
Yokozuna, Jake Roberts, and Ahmed 
Johnson in their encounter with Owen Hart, 
Davey Boy Smith, and Big Van Vader. 

No, Fuji has never been motivated by love 
of country. What does motivate him, however, 
is good, old-fashioned revenge. 

For in Hart, Smith, and Vader's comer that 
evening was Jim Cornette, Yokozuna’s ex- 
manager and the man who infuriates Fuji more 
than anyone he has ever faced in or out of the 
ring. The reason: Comette stole from Fuji the 
glory he believes rightly belongs to him. 

Several years ago, when Fuji first brought 
Yokozuna into the WWF, the big man was 
looked upon by many as nothing more than a 
reject from the sumo wrestling circuit. He's big, 
they said, but can he compete with the super- 
stars of the World Wrestling Federation? 

Yokozuna very quickly demonstrated that 
he could. Despite weighing more than 500 
pounds, he demonstrated amazing quickness 
and agility, and wrestling smarts. With Fuji’s 
oftén evil genius backing him, Yokozuna 
rapidly climbed the rankings. By the time he 
defeated Bret Hart for the WWF World title, 
there were no more doubters. 

“He’s for real,” said one grizzled veteran 
reporter. “And, love him or hate him, you have 
to give Fuji a lot of credit for that.” 

Even then, though, a lot of Fuji’s manageri- 
al colleagues were questioning whether it was 
Fuji who should be given the most credit for 
the sumo giant’s success. 

“Sure, Fuji helped him along a bit,” said 
one, “but with a natural like Yokozuna, you 
can’t lose. Heck, my grandma coulda man- 
aged Yoko to the belt.” 

So there was Fuji, caught in the “damned 
if you do, damned if you don’t” bind. He had 
always been accused of never winning “the 
big one” as a manager. The tag stuck hard 
after he failed to take Don Muraco all the 
way in the mid-1980s. Now he had led 
Yokozuna to the top, and his peers refused 
to give him credit. 

Of course, it didn’t help Fuji’s reputation 
that, moments after Yokozuna defeated Hart 
for the belt, he allowed Yoko to accept Hulk 
Hogan's impromptu challenge to a title belt. A 
half-hour later, Yokozuna was an ex-champ. 
Fellow managers grumbled that it was the 
worst move any manager could have made. 
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Yokozuna did rebound, however, capturing 
the belt from Hogan two months later. This 
time, he held it for nine months before losing 
to his rival Bret Hart. Fuji strove mightily to 
make that reign last, and many of his peers 
became more forthcoming with their praise. 

Not Cornette. By this time, Cornette had 
become an adviser to the champion, and he 
constantly criticized the style of Fuji’s manage- 
ment. He was not shy about expressing the 
opinion that Fuji should be replaced, prefer- 
ably by Cormette. 

Comette eventually did take a more active 
role in Yokozuna’s career. He took credit for 
the idea of teaming the big man with Owen 
Hart, the brother of his enemy. When they 
won the World tag team title, Cornette crowed 
that it was proof once again of his magic touch 
with tag teams. 


Mr. Fuji: Credit where credit is due 


Fuji was pushed further into the back- 
ground. He didn’t complain, though. He 
accepted his changed role, knowing, perhaps, 
that the situation eventually would favor him. 

So when Yokozuna split with Comette, Fuji 
was well-placed to fill the gap. 

“What Fuji wants to do now,” said one 
friend, “is to remind everyone that it was him, 
and not Comette, who made Yokozuna great.” 

He also wants to tweak Cornette’s nose. 
Using the fans’ patriotism against Cormette’s 
crew was a great way to do that. Cornette 
clearly was incensed by Fuji’s actions. 

But it wasn’t the greatest day for Fuji. 
Yokozuna’s team lost the match. Then one 
night later at Raw, Vader broke Yokozuna’s 
leg, forcing him out of action for months. 

Fuji may not be ready to wrap himself in 
the flag. But he may be ready to reconsider 
the methods that have earned him the con- 
tempt of most of the wrestling public. That is 
a good thing. Oj 
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2) Toronto, Ontario through September 1, 1996. There is no age restriction to participate. 
3} Pyongyang, North Korea The for each call is $1.49 per minute in the United States, $1.99 
4) Tokyo, Japan in Corals, ond ny Nee aes Bo! in the Sie Kinpdom F Vat 
- test is Te Services and London Publishi 
True or False: Hulk Hogan is the only wrestler to appear on the cover of Sports Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase Spent, 
Illustrated to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. 
| True All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via second-chance drawing. The 
2) False odds of winning are dependent on the number of entries. Complete rules 
Which of the following cities did NOT host a portion of WrestleMania URES toe ee ne eee 
1 nee, Illinois win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you auto- 
2) Atlantic City, New Jersey matically qualify for the monthly drawing of one $100* winner. (*Or for 
3) Uniondale, New York U.K. winners, uivalent in pounds sterling at the time the winner is 
4) Los Angeles, California selected.) From April 1, 1996, until September 1, 1996, a total of 18 


PW1 six-issue subscriptions (retail value $15 each) will be awarded. 
London Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substi- _4290/03-96 
tutions allowed. 


Thumbs Up to Shawn Michaels. After 12 years of hard work—and so many more 
leading up to his professional debut—“The Heartbreak Kid” is now “The 
Winning Kid.” Michaels won his first WWF World title at WrestleMania XII by 
dethroning Bret Hart, a great champion, in one of the most grueling battles ever 
fought. If the value of a champion’s reign is judged by whom he beats for the belt 
and how he defends it, then Michaels has already taken two steps in the right 


direction. Beating Hart was a magnificent 
achievement; even better was Michaels’ 
ambitious post-WrestleMania title defense 
schedule. 


Se EE SE 


Thumbs Up to Italian Stallion. Prior to a recent card in Greer, South Carolina, the 
PWE star visited a local church and spoke to about 300 children about the impor- 
tance of religion. Now we’re not going to preach the Gospel here—we believe in 
separation of church and wrestling magazines—but it’s important that wrestlers do 
this sort of thing, whether it’s about religion, staying in school, or staying away 
from drugs. Whether they like it or not, wrestlers are role models, and fan favorites 
such as Italian Stallion must be careful of 
their images. Stallion is a credit to the sport. 


Thumbs Up to “Diamond” Dallas Page. He didn’t whine or complain ... much. He 
didn’t look for small print on the contract. And he didn’t put on a mask and make 
believe he was somebody else. When Dallas Page lost to The Booty Man at WCW 
Uncensored, he did as he promised and quit wrestling. Too often in this sport, 
wrestlers back down from their promises when they can’t face reality. As a result, 
fans are cheated because they don’t get what they were promised. Just look at Ric 


Flair, who’s still wrestling nearly two years 
after losing his retirement match! Let’s hope 
Page sticks to his guns. 


Thumbs Up to The Ultimate Warrior. And congratulations to the former WWF 
World champion on an exciting return. It’s obvious the fans are happy to have him 
back. Warrior, who hadn’t wrestled in the WWF since 1992, received a rousing 
ovation in his return match at WrestleMania XII and proceeded to make short 
work of Hunter Hearst Helmsley. There are certainly many more exciting nights in 
the Warrior’s immediate future, and his presence guarantees the WWF will be 
even more competitive than it has been in years. Talent is a terrible thing to waste. 
The Warrior is back in a big way. 
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Thumbs Down to Kevin Sullivan. The Taskmaster continues on his merciless 
campaign to destroy Hulk Hogan, but that campaign has recently hurt an innocent 
bystander: The Giant. For a brief time, it appeared that The Giant would be leav- 
ing The Dungeon Of Doom and taking charge of his own career. No longer. Now 
Giant is firmly back under Sullivan’s auspices, and we will have to wait for some 
unspecified future time before The Giant’s talents can blossom fully. As long as 
he labors under Sullivan’s iron rule, The 
Giant will be nothing more than a pawn in 
the game to destroy Hulkamania. Too bad. 


Thumbs Down to Sunny. This was a tough one for the editors of THE WRESTLER. 
The male editors hesitated to condemn the shapely Sunny for showing off an 
award-winning portion of her anatomy at WrestleMania XII. But, said Associate 
Editor Brandi Mankiewicz, an intelligent woman deserves to be criticized for 
using her body to get what she wants. We agree that Sunny’s presence at ringside 
always makes a Bodydonnas match more interesting, but if she has so much confi- 

: dence in Skip and Zip, she should have 
refrained from flashing her buns Phineas’ 
way when it looked like Skip was in danger. 


Thumbs Down to Jimmy Hart. It’s not exactly breaking news that you can’t trust 
the “Mouth Of The South.” Hulk Hogan should’ve known it when he befriended 
the wily manager. Sting was too trusting, too. A match pitting The Giant and Sting 
against Harlem Heat on April 1 turned into The Giant vs. Sting after Hart con- 
vinced Stevie Ray and Booker T to return to the dressing room, and convinced 
The Giant to go after Sting. Giant delivered a horrendous beating to Sting, and 
Hart loved it. Thre’s no doubt where Hart’s 
heart lies: He’s a heinous rulebreaker! 


Thumbs Down to Big Van Vader. The three-time former WCW World champion 
has brought his disgusting reign of terror and crime to the WWF. Victory has 
never been enough for Vader. He needs to hurt. Yokozuna was being loaded into 
an ambulance after a brutal match with Vader one day after WrestleMania XII 
when Big Van suddenly arrived on the scene and compounded the brutalization of 
Yokozuna. He had already broken Yoko’s leg during the match, but that wasn’t 
enough for him. Vader has refused to live by the laws of decency and deserves to 
be banished from wrestling. 
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Philadelphia, PA | ~ 
(Correspondent—Kellie | 
Dirkson): What was sup- 
posed to be a six-man 
match at ECW Arena pit- 
ting Shane Douglas, 
Tommy Dreamer, and 
The Sandman against 
Raven and The Bruise 
Brothers almost turned 
out to be a handicap 
match when The Sand- 
man was attacked on his 
way to the ring by The 
Blue Meanie and Stevie 
Richards. With Sandman 
incapacitated during the 
early going, it was virtual- 
ly impossible to prevent 
Raven and The Bruise 
Brother from double- and 
triple-teaming. 

The Bruise Brothers 
draped Dreamer over a 
table and Raven leg- 
dropped him right 
through it. Raven then 
headbutted Dreamer in 
the groin before tagging 
out. After 10 minutes of 
non-stop punishment, 
Dreamer finally tagged 
Douglas, who attacked 
The Bruise Brothers with 
a chair. As if the odds 
weren't tough enough, 
Brian Lee came to ring- 
side and nailed Dreamer with a 
chair, and the two brawled into the 
crowd, leaving Douglas alone to 
battle Raven and the Bruises. 

After The Bruise Brothers 
rammed Douglas into the ringside 
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The animosity between Shane Douglas and Raven has been 
brewing for months, and included an incident in which Douglas 
hit Raven with a crutch. Their six-man tag team match at ECW 
Arena was one of the wildest matches of the year. 


barrier, they tossed him back in 
the ring, where Raven executed a 
piledriver. Raven then DDT’d 
Douglas and covered him for a 
near-fall. At that point, Sandman 
made it back to the ring and the 


ORRESPONDENTS 


crowd cheered as he 
caned Raven and the 
Bruises. Dreamer re- 
turned to the ring with a 
door, which he swung 
wildly at the enemy 
squad before using it as 
a platform for a piledriv- 
er against Raven. The 
Bruises saved their part- 
ner for the moment, but 
Douglas nailed Raven 
with a belly-to-belly 
suplex on the door and 


got the pin. 
After the match, 
Beulah McGillicutty 


came to ringside as the 
Bruises were beating 
Dreamer and she was 
grabbed by the brothers. 
Kimona Wana-Laya 
pleaded with them to not 
hit Beulah, which incited 
Raven to slap Kimona. 
As Raven was about to 
slap Beulah, Dreamer 
nailed him with a chair. 
In other bouts: The 
Pit Bulls (with Francine) 
defeated The Bad Crew 
. Mikey Whipwreck 
defeated Damien Kane 
... The Gangstas beat 
Chad Austin (substitut- 
ing for Stevie Richards) 
& The Blue Meanie ... 
J.T. Smith beat Hack Myers ina 
stretcher match ... Taz (with Bill 
Alphonso) pinned Bubba Ray 
Dudley ... The Eliminators beat 
The Dark Riders ... 2 Cold Scorpio 
(Continued on page 54) 


RF Video presents... 
THE OFFICIAL TAZ VIDEO SERIES 


Witness the evolution of ECW’s most feared wrestler Taz. You will see this one man wrecking machine suplex wrestler after 
wrestler with ease, while trying to inflict serious pain upon his opponents. Watch Taz try to break his opponents neck with his vast 
variety of suplexes. From monster to a one man wrecking machine, you will witness the evolution of Taz through RF Video... 


TAZ THE EARLY YEARS -- 

$20.00 -- APPROX. 2 HRS. 

1. Taz vs. Brad Rheigans 4/17/96 

2. Taz vs. Dreamer from Michigan 

3. Taz vs. Chris Candito 

4. Taz vs. Robert Gibson 

5. Taz vs. Tommy Dreamer from ECW 

6. Taz music video 

7. Taz vs. Sabu from ECW wild match 

8. Taz + Kevin Sullivan vs. Axl + Jan Rotten 

9. Taz + Kevin Sullivan + Hotbody vs. Badd Co.+ Tommy Dreamer 
10. Taz + Kevin Sullivan vs. Original Shiek + Pat Tanaka — bloody!!! 
11. Taz + Kevin Sullivan brawl with Public Enemy + Bruise Brothers 
12. Taz + Kevin Sullivan vs. Bruise Brothers 

(titlechange) wild brawl 

13. Taz vs. JT Smith 
14. Taz + Kevin Sullivan + Crash vs. Rebel + Stetson + Pitbull #1 
15. Taz vs. Jimmy Snuka 


TAZ THE NEW LEVEL -- 
This is where Tazmaniac transforms into Taz. 
You will witness a brand new attitude!!! 
$20.00 ALL FROM ECW SHOWS -- APPROX. 2 HRS. 
1. Taz + Jimmy Snuka vs. Pitbulls 
2. Taz vs. Shane Douglas 
3. Taz + Sabu vs. Public Enemy from ECW Florida 
GREAT WILD MATCH 
4. Taz + Rick Steiner vs. Public Enemy vs. Dean 
Malenko + Chris Benoit (3 way dance) 
5, Taz vs. Dean Malenko 
6. Taz vs. Steve Richards 
7. Taz + Sabu vs. Chris Benoit + Dean Malenko 
5 stars Public Enemy run in 
8. Taz + 911 vs. Oriental Connection 
9, Taz + Too Cold Scorpio vs. Pitbulls 
10. Taz vs. Raven 
11. Taz vs. Too Cold Scorpio 


TAZ-3 LETTERS, 1 MAN AND A DANGEROUS NEW ATTITUDE -- 
$20.00 ALL MATCHES -- APPROX. 2 HRS. 
1. Taz + Eddy Guerro vs. Dean Malenko + Too Cold Scorpio 
2. Taz + Eddy Guerro vs. Dean Malenko + Too Cold Scorpio from Florida 
Taz injures his neck 
3. Taz + Steiners vs. Eliminators + Jason 
4. Taz Video 
5. Taz turns on Todd Gordon and goes with Bill Alfonso 
6. Taz vs. Ubas 
7. Taz vs. Nakagawa 
8. Taz and Bam Bam Bigelow confrontation 
9. Taz vs. Mikey Whipwreck — Bigelow comes in 
10. Taz vs. Hack Myers 
11. Taz vs. Shark Attack 


BEST OF TAZ FROM ECW -- 
$20.00 ALL MATCHES -- APPROX. 2 HRS. 
1. Taz vs. Sabu (noDQ) 
2. Taz vs. rematch 
3. Taz + Kevin Sullivan vs. Public Enemy (no DQ) wild 
4. Taz vs. Sabu (title change) 
5. Taz vs. Sandman 
6. Taz vs. Pitbull # 1 (dog collar match) bloody 
7. Taz + Sabu vs. Pitbulls 
8. Taz vs. Chris Benoit 
9. Taz + Sabu vs. Malenko Brothers 
10. Taz vs. Al Snow 
11. Taz + Sabu vs. Public Enemy 
12. Taz vs. Chris Benoit rematch 


Send check or money order for Each tape is approximately 2 hours in length at a price of only $20 per tape. Each tape has their own original 
$20.00 + $3.00 S & H per tape to matches. No two matches are the same in this collection! 
eee HRRRRSRRERERSRRERRESESRe SEND $12.00 FOR 500 PAGE CATALOG ###s#%8%8%0%2% see 24%e HHH 
Langhorne, PA 19047 Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. PA residents add 69% sales tax. International money orders in U.S. funds only. We 
(215) 949-8989 now accept Visa and MasterCard. For credit card orders call (215) 949-9502. All tapes are VHS and carry a 100% 
money back guarantee against defects only. If tape is defective, please return it with a note specifying the defect. 


0. 


Two-time former WWF World champ Bob Backiund 
would weicome the opportunity to debate the presiden- 
tial candidates. The feeling, apparently, is not mutual. 


Q: 


“This question is for Mr. Bob 
Backlund: Do you have any plans 
to confront some of your fellow 
presidential candidates—men 
such as Pat Buchanan and Bob 
Dole—in a televised debate dur- 
ing your campaign drive for the 
presidency of the United States?” 
—Steve Nardi, West Berlin, NJ 

“The opportunity has not been 
presented to me,” said Back- 
lund. “My intelligence would 
be too overwhelming for those 
other plebeians to handle! 
Some of their ideas have the 
propensity to destroy this 
nation. These other candidates 
need to be more conservative 
because our young people are 
out of control. They need more 
structure and discipline in 
their lives! They should be 
going to school all year long! 
There must be a candidate who 
offers them such an enriching 


16 The Wrestler 


A: 


experience. No 
other man has the 
wealth of knowl- 
edge that I have! 
My verbal skills, 
my oratory skills, 
are superior to 
those of all these 
politicians. I would 
embarrass them!” 
eee 
Q: “This is a question 
for Kama: Do you 
regret leaving the 
WWE and Ted Di- 
Biase’s Million- 
Dollar Corporation?” 
—Jose Jimenez, New York, NY 
“T don’t regret anything I do,” 
said Kama. “I just got tired of 
being part of a team, that’s all. 
I had a great time beatin ’up 
The Undertaker, but it was 
time to move on. I’m good 
enough to do what I want on 
my own now. I see DiBiase has 
big things planned for ‘Stone- 
Cold’ Steve Austin right now, 
and I wish him well. Sometimes 
DiBiase tries to get too many 
people under contract at once 
and gets himself in a little trou- 
ble, but overall, he’s a real 
good manager ... a real smart 
guy. Maybe one day I’ll be 
back with him, but I just felt 
like I needed some time off and 
a fresh start. I’ll be around, 
though.” 


“My question is for Vic Steam- 
boat: There’s no question your 


older brother Rick was one of 
the true legends of the sport. Do 
you think if you left the in- 
dependent circuit and joined 
either the WWF or WCW, where 
he had most of his success, you 
could accomplish as much as 
he did?” —Eric Thornton, 
Kent, WA 


: “In time, I hope so,” said 


Steamboat. “I’m proud of my 
brother for all he accom- 
plished, and I’m proud of what 
I’ve accomplished so far. 
Whenever you have an older 
brother that’s been, as you 
said, a legend and you decide to 

(Continued on page 56) 


Kama left the WWF because he lost 
interest in tag team wrestling. He also 
claims to have grown tired of beating 
The Undertaker so often. 


YOURE NOT GETTING ALL 
THE NEWS IF YOURE NOT GETTING... 
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(SrStG 
GIWEEKLYRD 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

All the information you want is right here—each and every 

week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 
from around the world! A calendar of upcoming events! 
Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 
of today’s news today—with the authority and reliability only 
the Pro Wresiling Illustrated team of reporters can provide! 


UT ARTE 
AN FALE SEXUAL: 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 
Because PW/ Weekly comes out every week, all the news 
& m:e'==-"" | is as fresh as can be! You'll be the first to know about the 
Waa title changes, the big match signings, the major controver- 
sies, and the triumphs and tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


; STILL NOT SURE? 
Siexeceser, | Want to try a sample issue of PW! Weekly? No problem! 
ease" |) Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a sample copy 


hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single- 
issue orders.) 


PUBLISHER’S WARNING: Subscribing To PW Weekly 


Now Greatly Increases Your Wrestling Knowledge. 


Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for single issue; 4 
Si t $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. International y 
ignature money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow eight weeks for subscription to start. : 


| Send to: YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please t 
1 London aa Co send me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: : 
‘ ge ga ashington, PA 19034 (1 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings : 
; : 1 84 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings : 
'C) NEW (© RENEWAL O 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings : 
1 C1 I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. r 
t Please Indicate method of payment: Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 } 
1] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to i 
1 ___ London Publishing Co.) NAME ; 
10] VISA I 
1] MasterCard ADDRESS APT. : 
me Cardinia rset Se : 
| Expiration date: __/ Gi STATES — ZIP : 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE LOST BOYS were lost. 

By 1990s standards, they 

might as well have been off 
the radar: They didn’t have a cellular 
phone, a map, or even a compass. 

It was mid-March, and Yar and 
Wolf had a 2 p.m. appointment at 
the offices of THE WRESTLER to be 
interviewed and have studio photos 
taken. But these two maniacs, both 
of whom grew up in the Philadelphia 
area and have spent most of their 
short careers wrestling in New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, couldn’t 
find their way to Ambler, Penn- 
sylvania, a short hop from Philly. 
They turned around and went back 
home. 

The next day, we received a call 
from Yar. 

“Where were you guys?” Senior 
Editor Bill Apter asked. 

“We got lost,” Yar replied. “It was 
your lousy directions, Apter! You'll 
pay for this!” 

Apter quickly set up another 
appointment. 

This time, they showed up ... 
late. 

“We couldn’t figure out your 
directions,” Wolf said. “What's this 
Pennsylvania Turnpike extension? 
Extension of what?” 

Apparently, they ended up 50 
miles out of their way before pulling 
over at a rest stop and asking for 
directions to the offices of THE 
WresTLer. Understandably, the 
clerk at the information counter 
wasn’t familiar with our landmark 
building. 

“Ambler, Pennsylvania!” Yar 
shouted out of frustration. 

“Oh, Pennsylvania! That’s quite a 
ways from here,” she said. 

This time, they were kind enough 
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Don’t ask Yar and Wolf for directions. But when 
The Lost Boys execute their Generation X Jam, 
there’s only one way to go for any victim: 

down to the mat! 


to call our offices. Three hours late, 
they arrived. 

The Lost Boys. You can give us 
The Road Warriors, The Moondogs, 
heck, even the Steiners. There has 
never been a more appropriate 
name for a tag team. 

Good thing they can find their 
way around a gym ... and a wres- 
tling ring. 

“You better believe we can do 
that,” Yar said. “We're naturals.” 

Yar, a graduate of the Monster 
Factory (he was there at the same 
time as Tatanka and one of The Pit 
Bulls) and Wolf, a product of the old 
Tri-Star Wrestling Alliance school, 
met a couple of years ago while 
working out in a Philadelphia gym. It 
didn’t take long for them to realize 
they had similar interests: working 
out and beating up people. 

“Var was telling me about how he 
once beat up an entire college bas- 
ketball team,” Wolf said. “Man, | was 
impressed!” 

They became workout partners 
and partners in terror. Every other 
day or so, Yar and Wolf would go 
out for what they called “a little 
headbanging.” Then one day they 
decided to try wrestling as a team. 


“We could beat people up and 
get paid for it, too!” Yar said. 

During their early conversations, 
Yar, who is 5'11", 230 pounds, and 
Wolf, who is 6’, 210 pounds, discov- 
ered they had similar inner-city bad 
street backgrounds. Yar and Wolf 
figured they probably crossed paths 
at some earlier time and didn’t even 
realize it. 

“We might've even fought each 
other at some time,” Wolf said. 

But they were smart enough to 
realize that there’s more to wrestling 
than just throwing punches and 
kicks. They decided to take their 
vocation seriously; thus they intensi- 
fied their training. 

Finally, they made their debut last 
summer for Liberty All-Star Wres- 
tling in Philadelphia and defeated 
The Brothers of East L.A. Since 
then, The Lost Boys have rolled up 
plenty of victories with only a few 
losses. After being brought in to the 
promotion by former ECW valet 
Angel, they won the Tri-County 
Wrestling tag team championship in 
a tournament last September and 
the NWA U.S. tag team champi- 
onship just a few months later. They 
also have wrestled in IPW, but right 


now they have their hands full in 
NWA feuds with Bad Attitude and 
The Hellriders. 

“They've got a real mean streak,” 
said NWA promoter Dennis 
Coraluzzo. 

“We’re gonna go above and 
beyond the extreme,” Yar often 
says. “We're putting the NWA back 
on the map!” 

The Lost Boys aren’t a typical 
streetfighting tag team. They com- 
bine brawling with uncanny quick- 
ness and very good aerial skills. 
Their finisher is the Generation X 
Jam, a move that has Yar hoisting 
their victim onto his shoulders, and 
Wolf executing a moonsault that 
sends the opponent crashing to the 
mat. 

“We’ll put our Generation X 
Jam up against any finisher in the 
world,” Wolf said. “Maybe not 
everybody takes us seriously 
because we haven't been around 
for too long, but when all those 
idiots out there see that, they 
won't have any choice but to worry 
about us.” 

Yar and Wolf deserve to be taken 
seriously. Right down to their nick- 
name. —- O 
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At 6'10", 503 pounds, Mabel is 

one of the most immense men in 
wrestling. He’s nearly as large as 
Yokozuna and about 50 pounds bigger 
than Big Van Vader, though he still has a 
ways to go before he makes it into 
Haystacks Calhoun range. 

And the big man has an attitude. Mabel 
and his partner, Mo, were huge fan 
favorites as Men on a Mission in the 
WWF, but that changed as quickly as their 
taste in music. Men on a Mission dumped 
Oscar as their manager and went on to 
greater things in the federation, including a 
brief WWF World tag team title reign. 

More recently, Mabel struck out on his 
own—with Mo behind him every step of 
the way—and worked his way into. con- 
tention for the WWF World title by winning 
King of the Ring ’95. He lost to then-World 
champion Diesel in the main event of 
SummerSlam "95, however. 

Men on a Mission has opted for a 
change of scenery since then. They seem 
more interested in capturing the USWA 
lag team title, and Mabel recently won the 
Southern title when he defeated Brian 
Christopher, thanks to Mankina’s (a.k.a. 
Cactus Jack) interference. 

What's Mabel’s mission these days? 
That’s what we sent Senior Editor Bill 
Apter to find out when he spoke with him 
prior to a USWA card in Memphis. 


TX MAN !S big—huge, actually. 


hs a ee r 
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: You and Mo call yourselves 
Men on a Mission. What's your 
mission these days, Mabel? 

: You trying to be funny? | 
don’t like that. Yeah, | have a 
mission, and lil tell you 
what it is: I’m gonna kick 
buit against anyone who 
gets in the way of me and 
my title, and that means 
Brian Christopher and any- 
body else who wants a shot 
at me. Those are the facts. 

Q: Sounds like you’ve pretty much 
given up on Men on a Mission 
winning the USWA tag title. 

: Who said that? | never said 
that. Why can’t | have this 
belt | won from Christopher 
and Men on a Mission be the 
USWA tag team champions 
at the same time? No reason 
why that can’t happen. Let’s 
face it—we were champions 
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USWA champion. 
Chris- topher tried 
to get Isaac Yan- 
kem to be his part- 
ner, but Yankem 
figured out what a 
punk Christopher 
is in the middle of 
the match with us. 
He left him in the 
ring alone, and we 
kicked his butt. 
Christopher’s got 
nothing on us. 
Nobody in that 
federation’s got 
nothing on us. The 
Cyberpunks? Are 
you kidding? We’d 
have no trouble 
with them. Doug 
Gilbert and Tom- 
my Rich? They’re 
no match for us. 
Men on a Mission 
is what is. 


Who wasn’t surprised when Mabel defeated The ©: But if history is any 


Undertaker in the first round of the 1995 King of the 
Ring tournament? He only did so after Mo and Kama 
interfered, though. Now he’d like to see Undertaker 


come to the USWA. 


in the WWF, and that can 
happen again. Nobody’s 
gonna stop Men on a Mis- 
sion when we put our minds 
to business. 

: Is the WWF World tag team 
title something that can hap- 
pen again? 

: Sure, why not? Anything’s 
possible. We’re not closing 
the door on anything hap- 
pening anywhere. We’ll go 
anywhere to prove that Men 
on a Mission is the best tag 
team in the world. 

: But you’ve been having trouble 
against Christopher and some 
of his partners ... 

: What are you talking about? 
Men on a Mission kicked 
butt against Christopher and 
the great Jerry Lawler, the 
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indication, it’s al- 
ways been difficult 
for wrestlers to 
defend a singles 
title while at the same time 
going after a tag team title. 
Some say it causes problems 
within the team. Are you wor- 
ried about that? 


: ’m not worried about noth- 


ing. What do I have to be 
worried about? Me and Mo, 
we’re like brothers. No- 
thing’s gonna split us apart, 
and if it turns out that the 
title | already got gets in the 
way, which | doubt, Men ona 
Mission comes first. The 
team comes first. Me and Mo 
together is more important 
than anything we do on our 
own. Let me correct that: 
There is no own. There’s just 
the team. My belt is his belt. 
You might say that we hold 
this belt together. 


Q: Many people would agree with 


that, considering the general 
consensus is that Mo’s inter- 
ference is the reason for your 
success in singles matches. 


: Who says that? Did you say 


that? Man, those people 
don’t know what they’re talk- 
ing about. Mo watches out 
for my back, | watch out for 
him! lf something’s going 
wrong, he does something 
about it. | don’t call that 
interference. | call that being 
brothers. 


: You couldn’t beat The Un- 


dertaker at King of the Ring 
last year without outside inter- 
ference. In fact, you probably 
wouldn’t have won that tourna- 
ment if Mo and Kama weren’t 
there to help. 


: Last time | checked the 


record books, all it said was 
| won King of the Ring. It 
didn’t say how. It just says 
I’m the king. You should call 
me king, not Lawler! 


: Any chance you might chal- 


lenge The Undertaker to come 
to the USWA to challenge you 
again? 


: Pil take on anybody! I’m 


here! Bring him on! I’m not 
scared of him. He can’t deny 
that | beat him before and | 
could beat him again with no 
problem. I'll put this belt on 
the line if that’s what it 
takes. I’ll put it on the line 
and walk away from the 
match with it slung over my 
shoulder. Me and Mo will put 
him six feet under. Same 
thing with Shawn Michaels. 
He thinks he’s on top of the 
world today. Let him come 
down here and defend the 
belt against me. | gave him 
some of the worst beatings 
he’s ever had. You know 
how great it felt to use my 
legdrop on him. | don’t care 


Mabel wouldn’t mind getting a crack at 
WWF World champ Shawn Michaels. He 
claims he gave “The Heartbreak Kid” 
some of the worst pummelings he ever 
got in a series of tag team matches last 
summer. 


what anybody says—/ have 
the best legdrop in wrest- 
ling. Nobody else. Me! 

Q: For a while there, you were 
wrestling almost exclusively in 
singles matches; the tag team 
seemed forgotten. What hap- 
pened? 

A: All that happened is Mo had 
a few scrapes he had to take 
care of, but now he’s as 
good as new. The thing is, 
when you’re in wrestling, 
you’ve got to keep your 
name out there. You can’t let 
things slide. When Mo went 
down, | thought about wait- 
ing for him to return, just 
takin’ a short vacation, you 
know, but he said, “Mabel, 
you go out there and wres- 
tle, and I'll be behind you all 
the way. The people gotta 
know that Men on a Mission 
is still around.” That’s what 
happened. 

Q: But how come he doesn’t 
wrestle singles that much? 


A: 


Q: 


: | was just about to ask 


: And | was just about 


: Probably not. 
: Probably not? You 


Mo prefers tag teams, that’s 
all. 

Well, you’ve obviously suc- 
ceeded as a singles wrestler. 
After the King of the Ring vic- 
tory, you got that title shot 
against Diesel at SummerSlam 
*95 and came pretty close to 
winning the belt. Ever think 
about that now? 


: No. What’s in the past is in 


the past. | can’t sit hear wor- 
rying about Diesel. | can’t sit 
here worrying about getting 
cheated by WWF officials. I’m 
worried about the future. 
Actually, I’m not worried 
about anything at all. | don’t 
worry. Today, I’m a champion 
in the USWA, tomor- 


row maybe I'll be 
holding two belts at 
the same_ time. 


Lawler is the heavy- 
weight champion of 
the USWA, and he’s 
got in my way before, 
too. Don’t worry: 
He’s gonna be taken 
care of. It’s just a 
maitter of when. 


you about him. 


to tell you that he 
made a big mistake 
getting in my face, 
and the next time he 
loses that belt’s 
gonna be the last. | 
plan on making that 
thing my own, and if 
Lawier wants to get 
it back, he’s gonna 
have to slam me. Do 
you think he can do 
that? 


mean definitely not, 
punk. Jerry Lawler 
cannot slam Mabel, 


no way, no how. Jer- 


ry Lawler is gonna be yester- 
day’s news today if not 
sooner. As for Brian Chris- 
topher, I’ve got bigger fish to 
fry. Christopher’s in danger 
of being eaten alive if he 
gets in my way again, and if 
not eaten, he’s certainly 
gonna be slammed flatter 
than a pancake. | can do 
that, you know. 


: | know that, Mabel. And before 


| ask you a question that 
makes you want to slam me 
flatter than a pancake, | think 
I'll end this interview. 


: | think that’s a good idea, 


Apter. You’re starting to 
make me mad. C 


SS 


Here’s something that no wrestler wants to look up 
at: Mabel’s powerful legdrop. He thinks his is the 
best legdrop in wrestling. There are probably at 
least a few wrestlers who would disagree. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 
“Very tough, very focused, and very good. | tell 
you, brother, | see titles in this man’s future. He's 
so serious that it’s scary. The Captain always likes 
to have some fun in the ring; ‘Stone-Cold’ Steve 
Austin hardly even smiles. But for him, | think 
that’s good. He was always so full of himself in 
the past. Now all he cares about is winning. At this 
point in his career, that’s what he should care 
about. When he wins a big title, then he can smile 
and celebrate.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has led 13 
different tag teams to a record 17 WWF World tag 
team titles. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 
“He's a good man who doesn’t do much talking. 
He leaves that to Ted DiBiose. | see so many 
young guys gettin’ started today who think that 
talking is the most important thing for a wrestler 
to be good at. What good is talk if you can’t back 
it up? | can see how much more mature Steve 
Austin has become over the last few years. | sense 
that he goes into each match with a game plan 
now. He's very methodical. He'll win a title in the 
WWF before the end of 1996.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


DORY FUNK JR. 

“| remember a comment Brian Pillman made a 
few years ago. He said sometimes Steve Austin is 
his own worst enemy. He said sometimes Austin 
overestimates his considerable skills and gets him- 
self in trouble because he thinks he can’t lose to 
some opponents. That might have been true then, 
but | don’t think it’s true anymore. Don't get me 
wrong—he's still cocky. But | think he’s more 
realistic. He knows his weaknesses and prepares 
for his opponents better.” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World championship 
from 1969 to 1973. He still wrestles from time to 
time, primarily in Japan. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 

| wish he hadn't shaved off that beautiful blond 
hair of his, darlin’. Actually, | guess it’s good, 
because no one can take him down with a hairpull 
now. | think Austin is getting better and better for 
the most part, but I'm not sure | like him using 
the ‘Million-Dollar Dream’ as a finisher. I'd rather 
he used that ‘stun gun’ of his that he perfected in 
WCW. Most of your top-level WWF guys will prob- 
ably find a way fo counter the finisher he’s using 
now.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


LOU THESZ 

“The worst thing he could have done when he 
came to the WWF was sign with a manager. At the 
time, he was coming off some rough times in 
WCW and a short stint in ECW. He needed a fresh 
start. He needed to make it on his own. Now he 
has DiBiase telling him what to do. Sooner or 
later, he'll have to show everyone he’s his own 
man. DiBiase’s a smart guy, but he looks out for 
himself more than anyone else. | don’t think it'll 
be a good long-term relationship.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six times dur- 
ing his fabulous 50-year career. Many consider 
him the greatest all-around wrestler in history. 


LANCE RUSSELL 

“\'m impressed that Steve Austin has learned to 
control his emotions a little better now than he 
did, say, two or three years ago. But | don’t know 
if he is as aggressive as he used to be. Sometimes 
he almost seems too passive. | expected him to 
pursue title matches in the WWF sooner than he 
did. He could eventually end up getting lost in the 
shuffle the way he did in WCW after Hogan 
arrived there. | hope it doesn’t happen, because 
he has so much talent.” 


Lonce Russell, a wrestling broadcaster since 1954, 
is now retired. He does periodic guest spots on 
WMC-IV in Memphis. 
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ELIZABETH 


T IS A sight most fans 
7 thought they would never 

see—flizabeth laughing as 
Ric Flair, Kevin Sullivan, and 
Arn Anderson torture Randy 
Savage, her ex-husband, and 
Hulk Hogan in the ring. She now 
hates Savage so much that lately 
she has been tossing dollar bills 
into the crowd as she comes to 
the ring, claiming it’s the money 
she got from Savage in their 
divorce settlement. 

It’s funny how things change. 
In 1985, when Savage named her 
as his manager, most fans 
couldn’t stand the “Macho 
Man,” but they loved the lovely 
Miss Liz. They felt sorry for her 
because Savage, a rulebreaker, 
was so nasty to her. 

Yet she was in his corner for 
most of his triumphs in his early 
days in the WWF and was the | 
reason he began feuding with 


George Steele. “The Animal” Rauilars 1988: Elizabeth showed atte a bit of her 
beautiful self when she helped Randy Savage and 
Hulk Hogan beat Ted DiBiase and Andre the Giant at 
SummerSlam ’88. 


simply had a crush on her, and 
Savage didn’t appreciate it. 
There were better times for 
these two, though. Savage eventually 
turned fan favorite and started show- 
ing respect to the woman who, in 
1991, would become his wife. The 
turning point came when Elizabeth 
got Hogan’s help when Savage was 
being attacked by The Honky Tonk 
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Man and The Hart Foundation in 
1987. 

Elizabeth, Hogan, and Savage 
became one of the most popular trios 
in wrestling, but the good times didn’t 
last. Savage grew jealous of Hogan’s 
close friendship with Liz, and he and 


=), the “Macho Man” became bitter 
| enemies. Elizabeth sided with 
ss Hogan, while Savage took on 
Sherri Martel as his manager. 
- Hogan got the best of his former 


a 4 friend in the subsequent feud. 


But Sherri eventually turned 
| against Savage, and Elizabeth 
came out of the stands that very 
night and reunited with him. 
Then came the feud with Flair 
| that has been rekindled in WCW. 
» The “Nature Boy” infuriated 
Savage when he doctored photos 
' to make it look like he was 
| romantically involved with her. 

= After her divorce from Sav- 
* age, Liz disappeared from the 
™ wrestling scene for a few years. 
© Hogan and Savage brought her 
back at Clash of the Champions 
» back in January. It was a mis- 
take! She showed her true loyal- 
_ ties when she helped Flair beat 
Savage for the WCW World title 
at SuperBrawl VI in February. 
Since then, she has accompanied 
Flair to the ring for most of his 
matches. 

Perhaps one day she’ll realize the 
error of her ways and start helping 
Savage again, but for now she’s one 
of the most hated women in wrestling. 
For all she has done over the last 
decade, she deserves time in our 
“Spotlight.” 


| 
September 1987: | 
Elizabeth begged 
The Honky Tonk | 
Man not to hit 
Savage with his | 
guitar after one 
match, and she 
later got Hulk Ho- 
gan to help him | 
out. It was the | 
start of a strange 
friendship. 


December 1985: Randy Savage 

showed little respect for Miss Liz | 

in their early days in the WWF, | 

but she was always there for him | 

when he was in a lot of pain. 
February 1989: Ho- 
gan was accused 
by Savage of “lust- 
ing after” Elizabeth 
after he carried an 
unconscious Liz 
back to the dress- 
ing room when she 
was knocked out 
during a match. 
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April 1990: Eliza- | 
beth lent her moral | 
support to Dusty | 
Rhodes at Wrestle- | 
Mania Vi when he | 
and Sapphire de- | 
feated Savage and | 
Sherri in a mixed | 
match. f 


July 1989: Who says 
Liz was afraid to get 
physically involved 
in a feud?! While in 


Hogan’s corner, she 
slugged Sherri Mar- 
tel, who was in Sa- 
vage’s corner, with a 
pocketbook. 


April 1996: Woman, 
Ric Flair, and Eliza- 
beth comprise one of 
WCW’s most attrac- 
tive and dangerous 
trios today. Just ask 
Hogan and Savage 
about that! 
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“WresileMania XII Weekend” 


<Sunny was all smiles when she posed with The 
Single Guy’s Jonathan Silverman at the celebrity 
softball game. Could you picture him with short 
biond hair? Bodydonna Chip, perhaps? 


ALeif Cassidy of The New Rockers 
always seems to have that goofy smile 
on his face, doesn’t he? He didn’t have 
much reason to smile at the softball 
game, though. The WWF superstars got 
clobbered! 


4 Sunny was not happy when Duke “The Dumpster” Droese tried to capture her on 7 
videotape at the softball game. Since when is she camera-shy? Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 
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Y “Billionaire Ted” was not the most popular man to make a 
speech at the Slammys. That's probably because he said he 
was so impressed by the awards show that he might want to 
try to buy the WWF! 


muved Johnson is all SINTER aha: be ‘s in the is but h he 
was a smiling, gracious gentleman at the softball game, where 
he was interviewed by a woman from a local radio station. 


V The “Perfect” family? “Mr. Perfect” Curt Hennig, 
now a WWF broadcaster, brought his father, retired 
wrestler Larry “The Ax” Hennig, to the Slammys with 
him. Both seemed to have a good time. 


A What could Big Van Vader have said to Jim Cornette at the 
Slammys to elicit this look of horror? How about, “You look 
| absolutely ridiculous in that stupid tuxedo”? 


We don’t think Fatu would look at home 
on a hog farm in Arkansas, which is where 
Henry and Phineas Godwinn hang out in 
their spare time, but the three of them got > i ; 
along well at the Slammys. a — fae 
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Explore with us the rich history of this great sport as we recall the important news 
stories at five-year intervals dating back a quarter of a century 


al 


NWA champion Dory Funk 

Jr. in Miami Beach. However, 
because Brisco won by disquailifi- 
cation in one of the three falls, 
Funk retained his title. Most felt it 
would be just a matter of time 
before the former NCAA champi- 
on scored a clear-cut victory and 
took the title ... Fan favorite Don 
Carson avenged his good friend 
Fred Blassie by taking the 
Americas title fror: John Tolos in 
a Roman Gladiator death match in 
Los Angeles. Tolos had blinded 


J ACK BRISCO DEFEATED 


Blassie with toxic powder during a 
television interview a few weeks 
earlier ... Making his return to 
Madison Square Garden after a 
five-month absence, Bruno 
Sammartino thrilled 21,925 fans 
by defeating hated Texan Black- 
jack Mulligan in 64 seconds after 
a series of tremendous body- 
slams. On the same card, WWF 
champion Pedro Morales teamed 
with gargantuan Gorilla Monsoon 
to defeat WWF tag team champi- 
ons Tarzan Tyler and “Crazy” 
Luke Graham by disqualification 
... Nick Bockwinkel came ex- 
tremely close to capturing Verne 
Gagne’s AWA title in Milwaukee. 
Bockwinkel accidentally knocked 
out the referee while trying to 


Jack Brisco came close to winning the NWA title from Dory Funk Jr. in a best-of- 
three-falls match in Miami in 1971, but Funk retained the title because he had lost 
one of the falls by disqualification. 
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Wrestling lost a great star in the sum- 
mer of 1971 when Hercules Cortez, a 
former co-holder of the AWA tag team 
title, was killed in a car accident. 


escape Gagne’s sleeperhold. 
When Gagne went to the referee’s 
aid, Bockwinkel lifted the champi- 
on in the air and threw him over 
the top rope. After slamming 
Gagne’s head into the metal ring- 
post, Bockwinkel pushed Gagne 
back into the ring, revived the ref- 
eree, and bodypressed the cham- 
pion. Ringside officials immediate- 
ly rushed to the referee and 
explained what transpired while 
he was unconscious. The referee 
took the belt from Bockwinkel and 


disqualified him ... Hercules 
Cortez, a former co-holder of the 
AWA tag team championship with 
Red Bastien, died tragically in a 
car accident ... Central States 
champion Harley Race battled to 
a 60-minute draw with The 
Stomper. The promoter, however, 
extended the time limit and 
Stomper won the belt. The NWA 
later reversed the decision, claim- 
ing no legal authority had been 
granted for such a change in the 
rules ... In Texas, Terry Funk and 
Dory Funk Sr. teamed with Eddie 
Graham to defeat The Infernos 
and their manager, J.C. Dykes ... 
Wahoo McDaniel was hot, retain- 
ing his American championship 
twice against rugged Prof. Toru 
Tanaka and winning a nine-man 
battle royal. 


| JULY/AUGUST 


‘ 


\ A 


regained the NWA tag team 

belts from Dino Bravo and 
Tim Woods ... Greg Valentine 
wrestled according to the rulebook 
for a short period of time in Florida 
... Verne Gagne refereed the clas- 
sic St. Louis brawl between NWA 
champion Terry Funk and former 
champion Gene Kiniski. Terry 
retained his laurels in a match 
Gagne called, “one of the greatest 
ve ever witnessed” ... Dos 
Caras, brother of the great Mil 
Mascaras, began to make a name 
for himself in Mexico ... WWF 
champion Bruno Sammartino 
reported he was ready to assume 
training following a long hospital 
stay. Sammartino’s neck had 
been broken by Stan Hansen’s 
lariat ... Fritz Von Erich swiped 
The Mongolian Stomper’s loaded 
boot and beat the rulebreaker to a 
bloody pulp ... Jerry Lawler and 
Rocky Johnson, having already 
tried every conventional means to 
solve their feud, decided to don 
boxing gloves and slug it out by 
Marquis de Queensbury rules. For 
five rounds the match was fought 


a HE ANDERSON BROTHERS 


Ric Flair beat Paul Jones by disqualification in an exciting grudge match in 1976, 
but in a strange way, he had Jones to thank for the victory. 


evenly and strictly by the 
rules. At the start of the 
sixth, however, Sam 
Bass, Lawler’s manager, 
gave Jerry a drink of 
water. Lawler held the 
water in his mouth until 
facing Johnson in the 
ring. He then spat the 
water into Johnson’s face 
and proceeded to cut him 
with a foreign object. The 
referee stopped the § 
match in Lawler’s favor \g 
and “The King” was 
heard to be mumbling 
something about Muham- 
mad Ali as he left the ring 
... In Dotha, Alabama, 
Jack Brisco failed in his 
attempt to regain the 
NWA title from Terry 
Funk when he was counted out of 
the ring in the third and deciding 
fall ... A vicious grudge match in 
South Carolina saw Ric Flair 
defeat Paul Jones by an unusual 
disqualification. As the referee 
counted, both men began battling 
on the ring apron. A solid left hook 
by Jones knocked Flair over the 


Mil Mascaras isn’t the only great masked wrestler 
in his family. His brother, Dos Caras, is pretty 
good, too. Caras began to emerge as a star in his 
native Mexico in 1976. 


top rope and back into the ring. 
Before Jones could follow, howev- 
er, the referee completed his 
count and disqualified the fan 
favorite. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno 
Sammartino; 2—Bruiser Brody; 
3—Stan Hansen; 4—Ivan Putski; 
5—Tor Kamata; 6—Chief Jay 
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Strongbow; 7—Bobo Brazil; 8— 
Billy White Wolf; 9—Nikolai 
Volkoff; 10—Doug Gilbert. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Terry 
Funk; 2—Jack Brisco; 3—Dusty 
Rhodes; 4—Rocky Johnson; 5— 
Blackjack Mulligan; 6—The Sheik; 
7—Fritz Von Erich; 8—Jerry Law- 
ler; 9—Ric Flair; 10—Paul Jones. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Verne Gagne; 3—Larry 
Hennig; 4—Peter Maivia; 5— 
Blackjack Lanza; 6—Bobby 
Duncum; 7—Greg Gagne; 8— 
Mad Dog Vachon; 9—Baron Von 
Raschke; 10—Jim Brunzell. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Ander- 
sons; 2—The Masked Exe- 
cutioners; 3—Bruiser & Crusher; 
4—Chief Jay Strongbow & Billy 
White Wolf; 5—Blackjack Lanza & 
Bobby Heenan; 6—Bob Backlund 
& Steve Keirn; 7—The Valiants; 
8—Goliath & Black Gordman; 9— 
The Mongols; 10—Bob Roop & 
Bob Orton Sr. 


~ JULY/AUGUST 


EN PATERA CLAIMED he 
K ves the victim of prejudice 

after his loss to NWA World 
champion Dusty Rhodes. He 
might have had a point; the refer- 
ee was Rhodes’ friend Tommy 
Rich ... After a classic brawl with 
Ric Flair in St. Louis, Rhodes 
admitted that Flair was one of the 
few men capable of taking his 
NWA title ... Tony Garea and Rick 
Martel captured the WWF tag 
team championship from Lou 
Albano’s Moondogs in a televised 
bout on July 21 ... Wahoo 
McDaniel captured the U.S. 
heavyweight championship from 
Roddy Piper on August 8 ... 
Jimmy Snuka teamed with his 
adviser, Terry Gordy, and they 
took the Georgia tag team belts 
from Steve O and Ted DiBiase ... 
Rookie Bruno Sammartino Jr. built 
up an impressive winning streak in 
Georgia ... Hulk Hogan took time 
off from his wrestling schedule for 
the filming of Rocky III. Hogan 
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Roddy Piper certainly wasn’t as popular in 1981 as he is today. Most fans were 
actually glad to see him lose the NWA U.S. title to Wahoo McDaniel then. 


portrayed a wrestler named 
“Thunderlips” ... The feud be- 
tween Paul Orndorff and Jake 
Roberts was settled at the New 
Orleans Superdome, where 
Orndorff won “The Snake's” North 
American title on July 4 ... Dick 


- Murdoch and Junkyard Dog won 


the Mid-South tag team belts from 
The Samoans ... Andre the Giant 
returned after recovering from a 
broken ankle inflicted by Killer 
Khan and defeated Sgt. Slaughter 
... Charlie Cook upset Dory Funk 
Jr. for the Florida State title on 
August 11. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob 
Backlund; 2—Magnificent Muraco; 
3—Greg Valentine; 4—Angelo 
Mosca; 5—Sgt. Slaughter; 6— 
Pedro Morales; 7—Pat Patterson; 
8—kKiller Khan; 9—Rick Martel; 
10—George Steele. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Dusty 
Rhodes; 2—Wahoo McDaniel; 3— 
Roddy Piper; 4—Ken Patera; 5— 
Dory Funk Jr.; 6—Jimmy Snuka; 
7—lvan Koloff; 8—Harley Race; 
9—Tommy Rich; 10—Paul Orn- 
dorff. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Crusher; 3—Baron Von 
Raschke; 4—Dino Bravo; 5—Tito 
Santana; 6—Sheik Adnan Al- 
Kaissie; 7—Crusher Blackwell; 
8—Greg Gagne; 9—Jim Brunzell; 
10—John Studd. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The 
Andersons; 2—Tony Garea & 
Rick Martel; 3—Greg Gagne & 


“Hulkamania” hadn’t been born in the 
summer of 1981, when Hulk Hogan took 
time off from wrestling to star with 
Sylvester Stallone in the hit movie 
Rocky lil. 


Jim Brunzell; 4—The Assassins; 
5—Jimmy Snuka & Terry Gordy; 
6—lvan Koloff & Chris Markoff; 
7—Dick Murdoch & Junkyard 
Dog; 8—Jack & Jerry Brisco; 9— 
Mr. Fuji & Mr. Saito; 10—Tully 
Blanchard & Gino Hernandez. 


JULY/AUGUST 


RECORD CROWD OF 
Az packed Toronto's 
Exhibition Stadium to see 


WWF World champion Hulk 
Hogan defend his crown against 


Baby Doll was not very happy with Dusty Rhodes when he lost the NWA World title to 


Ric Flair in August of 1986. She left his side and began supporting the “Nature Boy.” 


“Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff. 
Hogan won by disqualification 
when Bobby Heenan, Orndorff’s 
manager, interfered with a chair 

During the NWA’s Great 
American Bash tour, Dusty 
Rhodes began his third NWA 
World title reign with a steel cage 
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The Rock ’n’ Roll Express and The Midnight 
Express feuded in 1986, but Rick Morton’s team 
outwitted Dennis Condrey’s on August 16, and the 
Rock'n’ Rolls regained the NWA tag team title. 


victory over Ric Flair on July 26 in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Flair 
regained the belt from Rhodes on 
August 9 in St. Louis ... Also in 
the NWA: The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express won back the World tag 
team title from The Midnight 
Express on August 16, Nikita 
Koloff defeated Magnum 
T.A. in the seventh and 
final match of a series to 
determine a new U.S. 
champion on August 17, 
and Wahoo McDaniel beat 
Tully Blanchard to win the 
National title on August 28 
... A week after Dusty’s 
title loss, his valet, Baby 
Doll, turned against him 
and joined forces with Flair 
... Chris Adams captured 
the World Class title from 
Rick Rude in Dallas on 
July 4 ... Ron Bass cheat- 
ed his way to a Florida title 
victory over Kendall 
Windham in Tampa on 
July 15 ... The Southern 
title changed hands twice 
in a week as Masked 
Superstar defeated Lex 
Luger on July 22, and 
Luger regained the prize 
on July 29 ... Eddie Gilbert 
and Sting won the UWF 


tag team belts from The Fan- 
tastics in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Days 
before, Gilbert’s “Hot Stuff 
International” had merged with 
Missy Hyatt’s “Hyatt Inc.,” arous- 
ing the suspicions of Missy’s 
boyfriend at the time, John Tatum 

Andre the Giant began 
wrestling under a mask as Giant 
Machine ... Sgt. Slaughter was 
stripped of the AWA Americas title 
due to lack of defenses. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 
Hogan; 2—Randy Savage; 3— 
Paul Orndorff; 4—Rick Steam- 
boat; 5—Jake Roberts; 6—Adrian 
Adonis; 7—Magnificent Muraco; 
8—John Studd; 9—Dick Slater; 
10—King Kong Bundy. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Nikita Koloff; 3—Tully Blan- 
chard; 4—Dusty Rhodes; 5— 
Magnum T.A.; 6—Lex Luger; 7— 
Bruiser Brody; 8—Barry Wind- 
ham; 9—Ronnie Garvin; 10—The 
Bullet. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick 
Bockwinkel; 2—Larry Zbyszko; 
3—Scott Hall; 4—Nord the 
Barbarian; 5—Col. DeBeers; 6— 
Jimmy Snuka; 7—Stan Hansen; 
8—Bruiser Brody; 9—Boris 
Zukhov; 10—Curt Hennig. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express; 2—The Road 
Warriors; 3—The British Bulldogs; 
4—The Midnight Express; 5— 
Buddy Rose & Doug Somers; 6— 
The Fantastics; 7—The Midnight 
Rockers; 8—The Hart Foundation; 
9—The Fabulous Ones; 10—Iron 
Sheik & Nikolai Volkoff. 


JULY/AUGUST 
91 


WF HEAD VINCE Mc- 
mahon announced at a 
press conference in New 


York City on July 16 that all WWF 
stars would undergo mandatory 
testing for anabolic steroids. The 
testing was part of the federation’s 
new anti-drug policy that was 
established in the wake of Dr. 
George Zahorian’s steroid trial ... 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Defend it against every possible 
opponent, right? Well, that's a 


Start, but there's a lot he can do 

away from the ring, too. He could 

find ways to make himself—and 
the WWF—look awfully good 


By Bryan Ethier 


S THE CLOCK struck se- 
A=: the king accepted his 
crown, then gazed down 
upon his admiring people. It 
dawned on him at that precise 
moment that the 18,000 fans on 
hand comprised just a fraction of 
the kingdom that had become his. 
He had basked in their adula- 
tion before. But in the past, he 
was no monarch. He did not con- 
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trol the destiny of his people and 
his kingdom, the WWF. 

On the evening of March 31, 
1996, Shawn Michaels unwittingly 
accepted the job of federation 
ruler when he beat Bret Hart in 
their “Iron Man” match to win the 
WWF World heavyweight crown 
at WrestleMania XII. As dusk set 
upon Arrowhead Pond in 
Anaheim, California, it descended 
upon Hart, this kingdom’s former 
head of state. 


And in this brief, yet eternal 
transition, the fiber of the WWF 
changed completely. In Bret Hart, 
the WWF had a grand spokes- 
man. It did not, however, have an 
ambassador who, through the 
strength of his magnetic personal- 
ity alone, could transform this 
humble society of wrestlers into 
an unparalleled domain to be imi- 
tated by other pro wrestling com- 
munities. 

So when Michaels ended 
Hart’s third reign as WWF World 
champ, he not only inherited the 
gold belt, in a sense, he assumed 
control of the WWF. 

“Shawn Michaels winning the 
WWF championship could turn 
out to be the biggest thing to hap- 
pen to wrestling in a long time,” 
said an inside WWF source. “A lot 
of people are aware of what 
Michaels can do for the WWF's 
image. As the most popular 
wrestler in North America, he 
could make wrestling in the WWF 
the ultimate goal of every wrestler 
in the world. His presence makes 
for better TV ratings and in- 
creased attendance at the arenas. 
And he’s done nothing but be 
himself.” 

But one major question 
remains: Now that he has the title, 
what's he going to do with it? 

Certainly, many WWF fans, 
wrestlers, and employees are 
asking that question. With the 
mega-rich, super-powerful WCW 
dipping into the WWF's talent pool 
(e.g. Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, 
Diesel, Razor Ramon), the WWF 
needs a powerful in-ring leader to 
help return it to its vaunted status 
of the 1980s. Shawn could help 
the WWF accomplish that. 

First, he has to go out into his 
kingdom and mingle with his sub- 
jects. He has to show the rest of 
the wrestling world that the WWF 
could be unmatched in talent and 
popularity. He has to manipulate 
the media the way a popular pres- 
ident does, by selling himself and 
the WWF. Michaels must get his 


—— 
amd 


Bret wasn’t impressed by this Michaels 
wristlock. He doesn’t seem to like much 


___will transcend the sport. Wrestling — 


Shawn Michaels has all the right moves in the ring. At WrestleMania XII, he showed Bret 
Hart his suplex (above left), his moonsault (above right), and an impressive chop from 
the top rope (oposite page, right). Let’s see how crafty he is away from the ring, though! 


handsome, puckish face on talk 
shows and convey an image that 
the WWF is great, exciting, and 
worth watching regularly. Jt’s a 
kingdom of megastars worthy of 


‘the same adulation and support 


movie-goers afford Hollywood's 
top stars. 

Shawn Michaels must make 
tuning in to Monday Night Raw 
as compelling an act as watching 
the President's State of the Union 
address. 

Or at least almost as com- 
pelling. 

“This isn’t about the WWF any- 
more, nor is it about wrestling,” 
advised one media analyst. “This 
is about creating an image that 


is at a crossroads; WCW is sur- 
passing the WWF in popularity. 
The sport seems to be regaining 
its balance after a tough five-year 
period. How Shawn Michaels acts 
as WWF champ will dictate the 
future of his federation and might 
ultimately affect the future of other 
competing organizations.” 

By enhancing the image of the 
WWF, Michaels would attract 
more free agent wrestlers—or 
WCW wrestlers reaching the ends 
of their current contracts—to 
come his way. Recently, grapplers 
have been inclined to move to 
WCW, which often has more 
money to offer. Also, because 
WCW promotes fewer non-tele- 
vised arena cards, its wrestlers 


spend less time on the road than 
their WWF counterparts. 

In a sense, it has been a war 
between old business and new 
business. 

But Michaels can reverse the 
trend by making the WWF the only 
business—if he does not rest on his 
laurels. He is young, talented, 
cocky, and flamboyant. He could 
soon be the man that every wrestler 
wants to compete against and beat. 

“Don’t expect Shawn to just sit 
back now that he has the World 
title,” advised Roddy Piper. “This 
is the kid from San Antonio who 
knew he would one day be WWF 
champion. Everything he’s done in 
the ring has been geared toward 
that. Knowing Shawn as | do, I'd 
say he'll look for new and tougher 
challenges. That’s why he’s a per- 


fect ambassador for the WWF.” 

Undoubtedly, “The Heartbreak 
Kid’s” gregarious, often brash per- 
sonality has made him the ulti- 
mate fan favorite. But will it make 
him popular with the masses of 
sports fans who have yet to dis- 
cover wrestling? To some extent, 
it already has. Just days after he 
won the WWF title, a report began 
to circulate around the wrestling 
community that a major main- 
stream magazine was interested 
in doing a feature article on 
Michaels. lf he handles the inter- 
view as well as he interacts with 
his vast legion of fans, the world 
may suddenly see wrestling in a 
new light. 

And the WWF kingdom may 
become an earthly haven for 
wresilers around the globe. O 


Anyone who saw the “Iron Man” match 
had to be impressed by Shawn’s heart, 
resiliency, and courage. 


By Steve Anderson 


Mm PEGOTIATION CAN BE a 
\ | painstaking process. It in- 

“Nivolves two parties and a 
mediator trying to come to a mutual- 
ly satisfying solution to a problem. 
I's sometimes referred to as the “art 
of manipulation.” In other words, a 
mediator can conceivably convince 
two opposing sides to do the impos- 


sible in an artful game of oneup- 
manship. 

The two opposing sides in this 
case were Rocco Rock and Johnny 
Grunge of Public Enemy, and Brian 
Knobs and Jerry Sags of The Nasty 
Boys. We were the mediators. 

When PE entered WCW, they 
drew a line of violence and mayhem 
in the sand. The Nasty Boys, believ- 
ing they had a comer on the market 


Johnny Grunge is in his element when he’s outside the ring choking Jerry 
Sags with a hockey stick. As for scientific wrestling, well, he, Rocco Rock, 
and The Nasty Boys would rather not get into that. 


in that department, took issue with 
the newcomers. A feud was born 
without a word being uttered or a 
table being broken. Whether their 
matches were televised or not tele- 
vised, sanctioned or unsanctioned, 
the two teams would tear at each 
other from the opening to closing 
bell. 

For either team, there is little 
challenge left in this devil-may- 


Headlocks would 
replace chairs. 
Armbars would 
replace frying 
pans. A mat would 
replace a press 
table. Could Public 
Enemy and The 
Nasty Boys keep 
the accoutrements 
at home and 
wrestle each other 
just once? We tried <= 
to find out ies Nasty ana pe eee 


Photos by Bill Apter 


Grunge and Brian Knobs really seem to 
enjoy clobbering each other with chairs. 
Watching them exchange armbars might 
be interesting ... or it might be boring, 
but it would definitely look odd. 


care style. So much flesh has 
been torn already, so many tables 
broken. What could bring this feud 
to a conclusion? 

We had an idea. 

As our reporters covered the two 
teams and their battles, they 
became almost bored with the 
prospect of yet another brawl. What 
could these four guys do to turn 
things up a notch? Probably not 
much ... but what if they turned it 
down a notch? Instead of advancing 
the violence, why not tone it down? 
Perhaps PE and the Nastys needed 
to get back to the basics of 
wrestling. 

How about a scientific match, 
boys? 

Sounds ludicrous, right? There is 
only one way to convince superstar 
wrestling brawlers to step out of 
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their element: negotiation. Appeal to 
their egos. We knew that while the 
idea might be initially rejected, per- 
suasion and a little stroking could 
bring this brainchild to life. 

The proposal was first presented 
to The Nasty Boys. As veteran 
members of WCW, they felt they 
had something to prove to the new- 
comers. “So what do you think?” our 
reporter asked. “You two and Public 
Enemy in the ring with absolutely no 
rulebreaking, brawling, or foreign 
objects.” 

“You’re out of your mind!” 
responded Knobs. “Whose hair- 
brained idea was this?” 

“| heard through the grapevine 
that it was Public Enemy,” the 
reporter said with fingers firmly 
crossed. “They said they were tired 
of beating you in brawls and street- 
fights. They said that they were the 
better pure wrestlers.” 

“They did, huh?” said an 
intrigued Sags. “They think they can 
outwrestle us? Those punks are 
crazier than | thought!” 

“So how does it sound?” asked 


the reporter, baiting the hook. 

“You tell those Philly geeks that 
we can wrestle with the best of 
“em!” said Knobs. 

Having gotten that non-answer, 
the reporter approached Public 
Enemy the same night. 

“Scientific match? You hear that, 
Johnny?” said Rock. “We ain’t no 
scientists. We’re more like that 
Frankenstein monster, baby!” 

“Who would want to see the best 
brawlers in the world in a scientific 
match?” questioned Grunge. “That 
don’t make sense.” 

“| heard it was The Nasty Boys 
themselves,” the reporter respond- 
ed with his toes now crossed. “They 
think that you’re just two stupid fist- 
fighters from Philadelphia. They say 
you wouldn’t know a wrestling hold 
if it bit you in the butt!” 

“You give them this message!” 
Rock barked. “We ain’t afraid of no 
Allentown trash!” 

Amazingly, both sides were lean- 
ing in a direction that was once for- 
eign to them. They were willing and 
maybe able, too. As the reporter 
approached the Nastys with PE’s 
counterproposal, psychology was 
coming into play. 

“How do we know they'll follow 
the rules?” questioned Knobs. “We 
could agree to this and prepare for 
this, and then those jerks would pull 


press tables at arenas around the country. He would be lost if he couldn't continue 


to do this kind of thing. 


attack the way they always do!” 

“If we go by their word, we’re 
screwed!” said Sags. “Besides, the 
fans have trusted us for a long time.” 

“Wait a minute. They have the 
longer track record of breaking 
rules,” said Rock. “We can be trust- 
ed. We'll leave our tables and brass 
knuckles at home. We promise.” 
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the rug out from under us and 
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This is PE-Nastys brawling at its finest: 
Grunge holds Knobs so Rocco Rock 
can smash him with a weapon he found 
under the ring. Don’t worry—these two 
teams have no plans to stop competing 
this way against each other. 


“| don’t know, Rocco,” said 
Grunge. “Those Nasty Boys are 
scumbuckets. They could mess up 
our pretty faces.” 

Back to the Nastys with the 
counter-counterproposal. 

“Tell em to forget it!” said Sags. 
“Tell em we'll meet ’em in any back 
alley in the world!” 

And Public Enemy’s response? 

“Fine with us!” said Rock. “We 
ain’t about science. We’re about vio- 
lence, blood, and broken bones!” 

While we figured we wouldn’t 
have much success with our pro- 
posal, we still think it’s a good idea. 
Both teams have been involved in 
so many violent matches. Maybe 
they would surprise themselves if 
they agreed to a scientific match. 

“Yd rather just smack them Nasty 
Girls with a chair,” said Rock. 

“The more weapons the better!” 
said Sags. 

No one can say we didn’ttry. 
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By Bryan Ethier 


% S THE SOFT auburn sun 
began to set on a rocking 

£ “Anaheim Pond, the bright 
lights of stardom began to dim 
around lonesome Bret Hart. Just 
two strides away, in the middle of 
the Anaheim Pond wrestling ring, 
an exhausted, yet smiling Shawn 
Michaels flexed his muscles and 


posed gleefully before a stunned 
and mostly thrilled audience of 
18,852 adoring fans. The dream 
he held in his heart since he was 
a child had become a reality: He 
had finally struck gold ... 

March 31, 6:50 p.m. PST. The 
night “The Heartbreak Kid” pinned 
‘The Excellence Of Execution” in 
sudden death of their 60-minute 
WrestleMania XII “Iron Man” 
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maich, to capture the WWF World 
heavyweight title. And as he 
basked in the dizzying glow of the 
overhead lights, he finally stood 
before his adoring fans the way a 
veteran sea captain stands before 
his awestruck sailors. 

But while Michaels celebrated 
publicly, lavishly, lonesome Bret 
Hart slipped silently out of the ring 
and into the darkness of the arena 
runway. It may have been the 
longest, most excruciating walk 
back to a dressing room this 
three-time WWF champ has ever 
taken. 

For the many Hart fans in atten- 
dance, the question at that 
bewitching hour was a profound 
one: Would this be the last time 
we ever see Bret Hart in the 
squared circle? 

No way. Bret had intimated 
prior to the match that he might re- 
tire if he lost to Michaels. He had 


little left to accomplish as a wrest- 
ler. The road had taken its toll. The 
pounding in the ring had taken its 
toll. 

But Hart wouldn’t do as former 
NFL running back Jim Brown-had 
done, or as tennis phenom Bjorn 
Borg had done. He would not step 
away from the sport he loved at 
the peak of his success. 

He wouldn’t do that, but his 
future at that moment still seemed 
unclear. 

“Bret has been planning on tak- 
ing some time off for a while now,” 
explained Bruce Hart, Bret’s 
brother. “Il know he wants to 
spend more time with his family. 
He also writes an occasional col- 
umn for one of the Calgary 
papers, and | think he’d like to 
continue that. | think he’d slowly 
like to expand his options. But 
don’t for one moment think he’s 
retiring from wrestling. That would 


be like Robert Redford giving up 
acting.” 

Acting. A curious analogy 
offered by Bruce Hart. Last year, 
Bret appeared in a number of epi- 
sodes of the Lonesome Dove 
series, where he received gener- 
ally favorable reviews. And 
although the TV show has since 
been canceled, Hart has hinted 
he’d like to return to acting. Then 
there’s the business world. Hart is 
part-owner of a Canadian pro 
hockey team. In the not-so-distant 
future, he might be spending more 
of his nights in a hockey arena 
than in a wrestling auditorium. 

“There’s no question he’s at a 
crossroads,” said Bruce Hart. “But 
he’s trying to figure out if he can 
pull all these interests together.” 

To do so, Hart could have to 
cut his wrestling schedule to the 
bare bones. Hart recently said he 
might prefer to wrestle just at pay- 


Hart was able to beat huge, powerful men like Diesel (above left) and Yokozuna (above right) recent- 


ly because he was at the top of his game. And he was at the top of his game because he competes 
so often. That apparently is going to change. 
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Bret received good reviews for his performances on the series Lonesome Dove. He 
may be pursuing other acting interests soon, and that doesn’t bode well for his 
chances of remaining at the top of the wrestling world. 


per-views and on the occasional 
arena card. 

Thus, “The Excellence Of 
Execution” will spend a great deal 
of time watching others do the 
executing. 

Can he remain the same driven, 
technically superior athlete if he 
wrestles and trains half as much 
as usual? Will Bret Hart ever re- 
gain the World title, or does he 
even wish to? Has lonesome Bret 
executed his own excellence in an 
effort to become a jack of all 
trades and master of none? 

“Even Deion Sanders burned 
out trying to do too many things,” 
said Dok Hendrix. “I know Bret 
Hart; he was a champion because 
he practiced like a champ, trained 
like a champ, ate, drank, and slept 
like a champ. It wasn’t unusual to 
see him in the gym training 20 to 
30 hours a week. The idea of him 
training a few hours every two 
weeks to prepare for a pay-per- 
view is absurd. Some wrestlers, 
some athletes, can get it done 
without practice. But Bret stays 
sharp—particularly mentally— 
because he’s never away from the 
ring for long.” 


The bottom line is that wrestling 
fans may never see the same 
intensely driven, competitive, disci- 
plined champion who trained 
seven days a week. So will the 
WWF and all its fans bear witness 
to the slow dissolution of a noble 


a 


man with a proud history? 

“As much as I'd like to see Bret 
Hart disappear, it nauseates me to 
think we might see just a shadow 
of him,” admitted Jerry Lawler. “I'd 
much rather beat him when he’s at 
full strength and has no excuses.” 

And if Hart does wrestle on a 
part-time basis, he may not be 
able to face the kind of competition 
he is used to facing. Even though 
he is one of the all-time greats, 
promoters will have a hard time 
explaining to the wrestlers who 
bust their butts night in and night 
out hoping to earn a title shot that 
they have been passed over in 
favor of Bret, who has decided at 
the last moment that he can make 
the time to compete at the latest 
pay-per-view. In time, Bret might 
be forced to wrestle in mid-card 
matches. 

“Don’t expect other wrestlers to 
adjust their schedules to fit his,” 
confided one rulebreaker. “Who 
wants to wrestle a part-timer?” 

Bret Hart, a part-timer? The 
ramifications of his semi-retirement 
are just becoming clear. It could 
only be a brief respite, but it also 
could be the death knell of a glori- 
ous Career. O 
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Hart has enjoyed a very good relationship with the fans over the past few years. Maybe 
they can somehow convince him to come back and wrestle more regularly again. 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


HE CHEERS ARE loud for 

The Booty Man. They ring in 

his ears as he struts to the 
ring with Kimberly, his new “Booty 
Babe.” Yes, The Booty Man is 
back on the side of good, and for 
most fans, that’s where he always 
should have been. 

“Booty’s right where he be- 
longs,” said John Lake, a 15-year- 
old fan from Marietta, Georgia. 
“Just by looking at him, | can tell 
he’s happier, too.” 

Hulk Hogan is happy, too. He 
finally has his old pal back in his 
camp. For years, Hogan and 
Booty (who was known as Brutus 
Beefcake for much of his career) 
were solid allies. Whenever they 
split, it was always a great emo- 
tional and psychological blow to 
the “Hulkster.” 

“Brother Booty and me have 
been through a lot together,” he 
said. “I’ve always believed | could 
count on him. Well, now my faith 
has been restored. Me and Booty 
together will do some great things 
here in WCW! | guarantee it!” 

Their primary task is ridding 
WCW of Kevin Sullivan, the man 
whose camp Booty just left. 
Sullivan has brought in some pow- 
erhouses to shore up his defens- 
es, but now that Booty Man is 
teaming with Hogan, Sullivan is a 


lot weaker. 


Or is he? 

There is a rumor going around 
WCW that all is not what it seems 
to be in the relationship between 
Hogan and Booty Man. A lot of 
people are whispering about the 
bombshell they heard, that Booty 
Man is no enemy of Sullivan’s. 
That he’s a spy! 

“They say Sullivan set this thing 
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up to get some dirt on Hogan and 
maybe do some real damage,” 
said one WCW fan favorite. “They 
say that Sullivan’s been planning 
this thing for months, and that it 
worked out perfectly for him.” 

“| think Hogan’s in trouble,” said 
one rulebreaker. “I mean, this 
sounds to me like something 
Sullivan would do, and something 
he’s capable of doing.” 


Naturally, Booty Man denies 
that he has any remaining ties to 
Sullivan, and he claims he is an 
absolutely solid partner of 
Hogan’s. 

“| don’t know where you heard 
that story,” he said, “but | do know 
that it’s a load of bull! Listen, me 
and the ‘Hulkster’ have never 
been closer. | mean that! Hey, a 
lot has gone down between us, 


| Brutus “Booty Man” Beefcake, Kimberly, and Hulk Hogan appear 
|, to be on the same page when they're trashing Kevin Sullivan 
) these days (left), but it was only about 18 months ago that 
_ Sullivan and Beefcake were attacking Randy Savage (below). 


‘SULLIVAN'S TASKMASTER? 


When The Booty Man rejoined forces with Hulk Hogan, 
it looked like the “Hulkster” was finally going to win his 
long war against Kevin Sullivan. But it may be Sullivan 
who has gained the advantage on his nemesis. What is 
comes down to is this: Can The Booty Man be trusted? 
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but that’s only made us stronger! 
All this spy business is garbage!” 

* Oddly enough, though, it is the 
kind of garbage that perhaps 
Hogan himself is engaged in. In 
fact, the “Hulkster” doesn’t deny 
that Booty has been a spy. For the 
past year or so, he claims, Booty 
has been spying ... for him! 

“All that time Booty was The 
Zodiac,” said Hogan, “he was get- 
ting information on Sullivan. He 
got a lot of good stuff, too! | found 
out secrets about Sullivan and his 
men that have really helped us 
here. Of course | can’t tell you 
what they are, but they’ve made a 
big difference. 

“Booty doesn’t like to talk about 
it much,” Hogan explained, “but 
we had a great deal going there 
for a while. Now it’s time for Booty 
to get down to serious business!” 

But what business is he going 
to be getting down to? 

“| know Sullivan like | know 
myself,” said Jimmy Hart, “and 
believe me, if Zodiac was a spy 
for Hogan, Sullivan would have 
known it. Hey—maybe he did! 
Maybe he fed Zodiac a lot of bad 
information that Hogan now has! 
Maybe Hogan’s the one who’s 


is this Beefcake-Sullivan feud the real deal? That’s what a lot of people are wonder- 


ing. It could all be a ruse Beefcake and Sullivan have set up to fool Hogan into 


trusting Brutus again. If it is, it's working. 


being spied on now! Wouldn't that 
be great!” 

Great for Sullivan, maybe, but 
not for WCW. And regardless of 
any espionage taking place, 
doubts still remain about Booty’s 
reliability. 


Sting, for one, says he doesn’t 
pay much attention to this busi- 
ness of spying. He does, however, 
care about the welfare of Hogan, 
and he doesn’t like what he sees 
from Booty Man. 

“| just wonder if Booty Man can 


WCW’s rulebreakers, then help the “Hulkster” beat men like Arn Anderson (above right). Maybe he 
was, but then again, maybe we haven't seen the last of Zodiac. 
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be trusted,” he said. “I know he 
and Hogan go back a long way, 
but in the past few years the-road 
has been a lot bumpier. Hogan 
wants to believe this guy is like a 
brother to him, but can he afford 
to take that attitude? | don’t know. 

“Booty may not be a spy,” Sting 
added, “but he is in a position to 
hurt Hogan. Hey, | hope I’m 
wrong. | hope things work out for 
Hulk. But | have serious doubts, 
and I’ve told him that.” 

The “Hulkster” says he’s grate- 
ful for his friend’s advice, but 
insists there is no reason for Sting 
or anyone else to worry about 
Booty Man. 

“Hey, Booty knows that if he 
tries any funny business, he’s 
outta here,” Hogan said with a 
laugh. “Seriously, though, I’ve 
never felt more confident about 
having Booty in my corner. What 
all these doubts come down to is 
Sullivan trying to drive a wedge 
between us. He’s running scared 
and he’s taking desperate mea- 
sures. Can’t blame him though.” 

Those who believe Hogan 
- should be concerned say it may be 
the “Hulkster’ who is desperate. 

“Hogan should just say to Booty: 
‘Thanks, but no thanks,” Lex Luger 
said. “Booty’s too unstable. He has 
to be a major-league headache for 
Hogan. Hulk doesn’t need a guy like 
that on his side right now. On the 
other hand, maybe Booty’s the best 
Hogan’s got.” 

Booty says he’s eager to prove 
that he is, in fact, the best Hogan 
has. 

“Why don’t you ask Ric Flair 


_——and Arn Anderson about Hulk 


Hogan and The Booty Man?” said 
Booty. “Ask them what a solid 
team we are. Maybe they’Il tell 
you, after they've recovered from 
the beatings we've given them! 
“Listen,” he continued. “I don’t 
work for Sullivan anymore. Period. 
That was the biggest mistake of 
my life. What | do now | do for 
myself, and what’s best for me is 
to be a great friend to the 
‘Hulkster.’ Me and him and Randy 


For now, Booty is telling Hoga 


Bs Fae eh 


he can count on his support (above). We hope in 


ee - 


a 


——— ee 


the future he’s not telling him, “1 told you so!” or “I told you when we feuded a few 
years ago (below) that I'd find a way to get you someday!” 


A 


Savage are gonna tear down 
Sullivan and his gang before you 
know it!” 

Hogan hears Booty’s words, 
and they comfort him. But as he 
drives toward another WCW 


Ss 


World title, he is nagged by the 
doubters. He is nagged by the 
belief that The Booty Man may 
turn against him at any time. It 
bothers him greatly. 

And it makes Sullivan smile. © 
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Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by three professionals ac- 
tive in the wrestling business, who between them 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
including the NWA, USWA, SMW, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs, what your 
chances are — and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know! « Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling « Lists addresses of ALL 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools ¢ Tells 
Where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1996 Edition Now Shipping! 
Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wresiling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste. 200+ Atlanta, GA 30324 
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actual wrestling holds. 
| am also impressed by The 
Giant's willingness to learn new 
holds and approaches to a match 
from veteran wrestlers like Arn 
Anderson, as he proved while 

touring Japan. 

| think that with this approach 
during his formative years in 
wrestling, The Giant will easily out- 
shine all former giants and reign 
as the next great Giant to surpass. 
ELLEN MAYER 
Cooperstown, NY 


PILLMAN’S PLIGHT 

What is going on with Brian 
Pillman (“Loose Cannon! Brian 
Pillman’s Short Fuse May Blow 
His Career!”, June 1996)? He 
used to seem like such a nice, sta- 
ble, happy-go-lucky guy, but now 
he has slipped from our plane of 
reality. 

Unfortunately, | think the pres- 
sure of being a member of The 
Four Horsemen is what pushed 


The Giant’s biggest assets, of course, 
are his is size and strength, but what 
impresses reader Ellen Mayer are his 
agility and willingness to learn. 


Brian Pillman’s behavior has confused 
most fans of the sport. Reader Holly 
Russono attributes it to the pressure of 
being a member of The Four Horsemen. 


him off the cliff. Pillman should 
have realized that being a 
Horseman is no easy task. Itis a 
full commitment to a group, re- 
gardless of any personal aspira- 
tions a wrestler may have. 
Pillman should have realized 
that the Horseman code of 
honor calls for the member to 
give up all personal goals for the 
sake of the group. Pillman 
refused, and is now paying the 
price with his sanity. 
| believe the only way for 
Pillman to regain his peaceful 
career is to destroy what has 
made him mad, and that is The 
Four Horsemen. | doubt he will be 
able to do that, which is a shame. 
HOLLY RUSSONO 
Englewood, CA (| 


Send YOUR LETTERS to: 
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58 16 HARD-AITTING PAGES OF 
{ WRES ESTLEMANIA Xi) COVERAGE 


WRESTLEMANIA XII was a smashing 
success. It was the pay-per-view at which 
THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR returned to the 
WWF, RODDY PIPER humiliated 
GOLDUST, and, most importantly, the day 
SHAWN MICHAELS’ dream of becoming 
WWF champ finally came true. You won't 
want to miss our 20 pages of coverage of 
the most important WWF PPV of the year! 
.. STING and RIC FLAIR have wrestled 
each other so many times over the years 
that they hardly have to prepare for each 
other. So what do they do when they know 
another classic encounter is coming up? 


All this—and much more!—in the 
August 1996 issue of 
Pro tg Illustrated 


Check out our incredible magazine within a 
magazine that features 21 of the sport's 
hottest superstars. We have SUNNY, 
KIMBERLY, SHAWN MICHAELS, 
ELIZABETH, MISSY HYATT, and many 
more! ... Did you notice there was 
something missing from WrestleMania XII? 
Celebrities, maybe? Wasn't it nice that the 
wrestlers were the stars this year?! ... 
“DIAMOND” DALLAS PAGE has fallen on 
hard times. He’ll do almost anything to earn 
a buck. But you will not believe what 
happened the day he went to work in our 
office! What a huge mistake! 


All this—and much more!—in the 
Summer 1996 issue of 
Wrestie America 


WHAT'S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


Don Harris and his twin brother, Ron, have found their way back to ECW. ECW 
heavyweight champ Raven brought them back to help him in his ongoing war with 
Tommy Dreamer. 


ing to team with Henry and 
Phineas Godwinn in six-person 
matches if Sunny agreed to team 
with Skip and Zip ... A recent wild 
match in Mexico’s EMLL promo- 
tion saw Santo retain his mid- 
dleweight title with a victory over 
his arch-rival, Felino ... “Dr. 
Death” Steve Williams has 
returned to Japan, where he is 
now feuding with his former friend 
Stan Hansen ... The USWA hit a 
milestone on April 13, when it 
broadcast its 1,000th live TV 
show on Memphis’ WMC-TV. 

Mabel and Mo, a.k.a. Men on 
a Mission, have announced that 
Reggie B. Fine is now a member 
of their camp in the USWA. “He’s 
a credit to what we stand for,” 
Mabel said. “I’m happy to have 
him with us.” For some strange 
reason, Mo said he didn’t want to 
talk about it ... Duane Johnson, 
the son of veteran Rocky John- 
son, is being looked at by WWF 
talent scouts. 

Have you seen the gross fin- 
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ishing maneuver that Mankind 
(a.k.a. Cactus Jack) uses? He 
sticks two of his fingers down the 
esophagus of his hapless oppo- 
nents, causing them to gag, spit 
up, and, of course, not be able to 
continue the match. It’s horrifying 
to watch. | couldn’t believe he 
even incapacitated The 
Undertaker with it. WWF 
President Gorilla Monsoon, we 
cannot let this continue. Rarely 
do | speak out about a particular 
hold or maneuver, but what 
Mankind is doing has nothing 
whatsoever to do with sport. | 
never even saw an ECW wrestler 
do anything this dangerous. Ban 
it now, Monsoon! 

The Bruise Brothers—Ron 
and Don Harris—are back in 
ECW, thanks to Raven (see 
“Correspondent Reports,” page 
14). The ECW heavyweight cham- 
pion has enlisted their help in his 
battle against Tommy Dreamer. 
“| almost put that bum out for 
good on my own before,” Raven 


He’s not Cactus Jack anymore. He’s 
now Mankind in the WWF, and he is 
using what has to be considered one of 
the most unorthodox finishing maneu- 
vers of all-time. 


said. “Now he’s back and | need 
some exira brute force to destroy 
him. What better force than my 
friends The Bruise Brothers!” 
Dreamer has The Sandman, The 
Pit Bulls, and Shane Douglas on 
his side in the feud. 

“Bruising the Bruise Brothers— 
we’re primed to do just that,” said 
Dreamer. “As for Raven, he can 
get whoever he wants to come 
after me. He can even drop an 
atomic bomb on me, and I'll still 
be coming back to keep making 
his life miserable!” 

That’s what’s happening. |’ll 
see you at the matches! O 


10. “Sunny, nice to see them... uh. 


7) AT WREST! 


.. [mean you!” 
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9. “Good thing we dropped that idea for a multi-level cage match!” 
8. “Someone get Bischoff away from that fuse box!” 

7. “Ultimate who? And | would know you from ...” 

6. “Wildman’ ... McMahon. McMahon ... ‘Wildman’” 


5. “Shawn, | love you, but how ’bout a hot shower and 


a big bar of Lava?” 


4. “Get your black gloves ... on clearance!” 

3. “Okay, Mr. Hendrix. You can sing after all, Just don’t hurt me!” 

2. “Run for your lives! Yoko found the buffet table!” 

1. “If he ever does that again, Goldust, just turn your head and cough!” 


continued. “Goldust got in my face 
and | responded as Roddy Piper, 
not as President Piper! Then my 
time just ended and Monsoon took 
over again. They just announced 
Monsoon as permanent president. 
There was no transition or any- 
thing. | guess | didn’t expect it to 
end like this. But that wasn’t the 
biggest bite of all.” 

Piper continued with a laundry 
lists of complaints. But he always 
qualified it with, “but that wasn’t the 
biggest bite of all.” Sleep depriva- 
tion was taking its toll on me. 

“Roddy, please,” | interrupted. 
“What is this ‘biggest bite of all’?” 

“Bret Hart was shafted,” he 
firmly stated. 

On the surface, that was a 
bizarre statement. Hart had just 
fought a grueling match that lasted 
more than an hour. Neither he nor 
Shawn Michaels was able to get a 
fall on the other in 60 minutes. 
Then Monsoon stepped in to call 
for overtime, and 112 seconds 
later, Michaels superkicked his 
way to the World title. 

*| set that match at 60 minutes,” 
Piper said. “Only 60 minutes. May 
the best man win. | honestly 
thought that one man would at 
least get one pin in that time frame. 
| never thought about overtime.” 

“But there had to be a winner, 
right?” | argued. 

“| guess, but | never said any- 
thing about sudden death,” said 
Piper. “That was Monsoon’s call. 


The doctors were stitching me up 
when | saw that on the monitor. | 
nearly fell out of my chair. | 
respect the Gorilla a lot, but | 
might have done differently, you 
know. Maybe have a rematch the 


Making the Bret Hart- 
Shawn Michaels bout a 
60-minute “Iron Man” 
match was President 
Piper's decision. He feels 
he should have been abie 
to decide whether it went 
into a sudden-death 


next night or somethin’. Shoulda 
been my call.” 

And then, very abruptly, Piper 
stood up, threw a $10 bill on the 
table in disgust and said, “Go get 
some sleep.” 

So now he tells me. Obviously, 
| couldn’t sleep after that meeting. 
Piper had a point. Bret Hart and 
Shawn Michaels fought valiantly 
for one entire hour. There are only 
a handful of wrestlers who could 
have handied that pace. Hart 
deserved a more graceful ending, 
and Michaels deserved a less con- 
troversial beginning. Food for 
thought, | said to myself. Now pay 


the bill and go to bed. 
First, though, | had to wake that 
waitress. C 
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defeated Rob Van Dam ... Joel 
Hartgood pinned Tony Stetson. 


Memphis, TN (Correspon- 
deni—Chuck Norris): Mabel was 
on a mission to win the USWA 
Southern belt from champ Brian 
Christopher, and his chance to win 
the title was greatly improved by 
the interference of Mankind. 

Mabel was frustrated early on by 
the young champion. Christopher 
evaded Mabel’s lunges, but when 
they finally locked up, Mabel’s size 
was a distinct advantage. Mabel 
twice lifted up Christopher by his 
throat, throwing him down to the 
mat like a rag doll. 

In the midst of the action, Man- 
kind briefly came to ringside but 
did not interfere. He returned later 
on, but still kept to himself. 

In the ring, Christopher at- 
tempted a bodypress, but Mabel 
caught him in mid-air and deliv- 
ered a punishing backbreaker. 
Mabel whipped Christopher hard 
into the corner and lunged at him, 
but Christopher moved out of the 
way at the last moment. Chris- 
topher delivered two dropkicks 
that sent the big guy reeling. 
Christopher then superkicked his 
challenger to the mat and covered 
him for a pin attempt. 

At that point, Mankind distract- 
ed referee “Downtown” Bruno. 
Then Mabel distracted Bruno while 
Mankind yanked Christopher’s 
legs out from underneath him. 
Mankind held Christopher's leg 
while Mabel executed a driving 
spear headbutt. Mabel covered 
Christopher for the three-count to 
win the title. 

In other bouts: Jesse James 
Armstrong defeated Tony Meyers 

. Mankind beat T.D. Steele ... 
The Headbangers defeated The 
Shadow & Tony Williams ... 
USWA champion Jerry “The King” 
Lawler beat Reggie B. Fine after 
Mankind interfered. 
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Cincinnati, OH (Corres- 
pondent—Nathan Bailey): The 
odds were against the mighty 
Yokozuna when he wrestled both 
Owen Hart and Davey Boy Smith 
in a handicap match. Although 
outnumbered, the big Samoan 
was in control for most of the 


When Yoko, Johnson, and 
Roberts were getting a big advan- 
tage over Jim Cornette’s men, 
Cornette called his men out of the 
ring and they fled back to the lock- 
er room. 

In other bouts: Intercontinental 
champion Goldust defeated Razor 


When you "ve bean flattened inee the weight of i Vokéoune, like Davey Boy Smith * 
here, you’re glaf you have a partner to give you sometime to rest. Actually, Smith 
and Owen Hart couldn’t do a thing with Yoko until Big Van Vader arrived. 


match. No matter what Owen Hart 
or Davey Boy tried, they could not 
gain an advantage over Yok- 
ozuna. That is, until Big Van Vader 
came to the ring and attacked 
Yokozuna. 

After the three men pounded 
Yoko to the mat, Anmed Johnson 
and Jake “The Snake” Roberts 
came to the big man’s aid. With 
the sides evened out, Yokozuna 
took on Vader in one corner of the 
ring, Ahmed manhandled Smith in 
the center of the ring, and Roberts 
battled Owen in another corner. 


Ramon by countout ... Jake “The 
Snake” Roberts pinned Dr. Issac 
Yankem ... Bret Hart forced 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley to submit 
to the “sharpshooter” ... Shawn 
Michaels pinned The Kid (with Ted 
DiBiase) ... The Undertaker (with 
Paul Bearer) pinned Tatanka (with 
Ted DiBiase). O 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than 
a decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
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fied check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable 
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Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling Revue is 
acknowledged as one of the finest series of wrestling mag- 
azines ever produced. These beautiful editions, all edited 
and published by Stanley Weston (founder of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all 
wrestling magazines that followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis, 
The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. Dr. X, and full-color 
action of the Bastiens vs, Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, Pepper 
Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki Starr, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, Angelo 
Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, Larry Chene, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, Yulie 
Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O’Connor, closeup on midgets, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, Yukon Eric, 
Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs, Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & Brute Bernard, The 
Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 

December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Emie Ladd, Judy 
Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O'Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ Hillbillies, plus a full-color 
centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a full-color center- 
fold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 
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ILLUS TRATED/ 3) 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, result- 
ing in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, Jocy 
Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy Humphrey, 
“Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustay Scholz, Mauro Vazquez, 
Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard Boiled 
Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, Joe 
Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique Torres. $25 
October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. Sonny 
Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, “Sailor” Art 
Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty Daltons, 
results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs. Bob 
Ellis, results, $30 
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get involved in the same sport, A: “A lot of people | 


you gotta be careful. When I 
first got started, I felt like I had 
to be great and get to the top of 
the sport right away so every- 
one would know that Rick isn’t 
the only great Steamboat in 
wrestling. That wasn’t the way 
to go. I’ve been around a while, 
and I have a good reputation. If 
I don’t wrestle in the WWF or 
WCW, I still feel that I would 
have accomplished a great deal 
in this sport. I’ve got the 
Century Wrestling Alliance TV 
belt around my waist now, and 
the competition here is tough. 
But [ still feel like I have a lot 
left to get done in this sport.” 
eco 

“This question is for The 
American Males—Marcus Bag- 
well and Scotty Riggs: Do you 
guys feel like you’ve been 
pushed into the background now 
that The Road Warriors and the 
Steiners are back in WCW? And 
if so, are you mad about it?” — 
Perry Draper, Kansas City, MO 


= ~ 
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(Continued from page 16) 


probably think we — 
are,” said Riggs, 
“but it’s not true. 
No way. We’re not | 
gonna waste our 
time sitting around 
feeling sorry for 
ourselves because 
some more well- 
known teams are 

getting more atten- | 
tion. We look at it 
as a good thing. 
The Road Warriors 
and Steiners are 
great, but what 
would it do for us if 
we got a win over 
one of those teams 
- Or maybe both 
of them? Then peo- 
ple would start 
talking a lot about 
how great The 
American Males are. That’s 
why Marcus and I are always 
telling the matchmakers to put 
us in the ring with any team in 
WCW. We’re not 
intimidated by the 
Steiners or Road 
Warriors. We re- 
spect them, but they 
don’t scare us. We’ll 
be around for a 
while. Trust me. The 


Q: “I have a question for 
Hulk Hogan: When 
Lex Luger returned to 
WCW last September, 
I thought you were 
absolutely right not to 
trust him, but lately he 
has done some things 
that make me think he 
might be trustworthy 


A: 


Hulk Hogan doesn’t foresee a day when he will trust 
Lex Luger. He’s very concerned that Sting will be 
burned by Luger one day soon. 


Winn, Lima, OH 

“Well you know somethin’, 
Scott,” responded Hogan, “I 
don’t know if there’s any one 
thing Lex Luger could do to 
earn my trust. When someone 
has a background as shady 
as Luger’s, brother, you have 
to be real careful. A lot of peo- 
ple thought Luger was trust- 
worthy before and ended up 
getting burned real bad. I told 


American Males Sting that so many times that I 
have a very bright lost count. I still think he’s set- 
future!” tin’ himself up for a fall. Lug- 

eee er wants you to think he’s 


changed, but he has a real 
devious mind. I don’t know the 
answer to your question, Scott. 
It might be a long time before I 
can look Luger in the eye 
and shake his hand.” O 


Send your questions to: 


Marcus Alexander Bagwell (right) assists Scotty Riggs, YOU ASKED US, cf o THE WRESTLER 
who is being yanked into enemy territory by Ricky 
Santana. The American Males believe they are still right 


in the middle of the WCW tag team title picture. 


after all. What would 
he have to do for you 
to trust him?” —Scott 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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SS adi 1992 
MARCH 1990 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1989—The Year In 


Wrestling,” Achievement '89 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1989, predictions 
for 1990, and more! 


MARCH 1991 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1990—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ‘90 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1990, and 
predictions for 1991. 


MARCH 1992 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1991—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '91 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1991, and 
predictions for 1992. 


AUGUST 1992 All slick, all color! This 88-page special includes extensive coverage of 
WrestleMania VIII, plus a bonus photo section detailing the career of Hulk Hogan in photos! 


MARCH 1993 A 100-page all-slick, all-color edition including: “1992—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ‘92 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1992, and 
predictions for 1993, 


JUNE 1994 This 88-page edition features a bonus section: Wrestling insiders answer 50 
crucial questions in the 1994 “PW1 Poll!” Plus: exclusive photos of Sting vs. Hogan! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 A spectacular 88-page celebration of 15 years of PWI! Included: 
The best and worst of the PW! years, major title changes of the PW/ years, a year-by- 
year review—in color!—and much more! 


orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


Year-end reviews! WrestleMania 
closeups! Insider polls! Anniversary 


celebrations! The incredible “PWI 500”! 
If you don’t have these color-packed 
special issues in your collection, you are 


missing out—big-time! These massive 
chunks of wrestling history can be 
yours for just $5 per copy! Supplies are 
very limited—order today! 


Winter 1995 


MARCH 1995 Our annual 100-page year-end extravaganza! Included: “1994—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘94 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1994, and 
predictions for 1995. 


JUNE 1995 This 88-page edition highlights the incisive “PHI Poll” for 1995 as 
wrestling insiders address 50 vital questions. Plus: Cactus Jack, Sting, the Steiners, and 
more! 


SEPTEMBER 1995 Our sensational 88-page WrestleMania XI issue features 20 pages 
of coverage of this historic card! Included: A full-color centerfold of Diesel—with a 
complete career bio! 


WINTER 1995 The one you've been waiting for: Our 88-page collector's edition 
featuring the fifth annual installment of the “PW! 500"—a comprehensive listing of the 
top 500 stars in the sport! 


MARCH 1996 The Big One! Our annual 100-page year-end spectacular! “1995—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement 95 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards, and 
predictions for 1996! 


JUNE 1996 Our annual “PW! Poll” of insiders is back in this jam-packed 88-page 
edition! We ask 50 hot questions—they give you the answers! Plus: Sunny, Hulk 
Hogan, Yokozuna, and the WWF-WCW war! 


a a aD 4 
| ONLY 95 EACH! MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 
' [4 MARCH 1990 en Agee co. 
= ee ioe FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 | 
Cl) AUGUST 1992 Please send me the special editions of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED I’ve checked. : 
: Cl MARCH 1993 lam enclosing $ as payment in full. 1 
: 2 abe fad 1994 In case of sellout, indicate substitute choice: : 
1 1 
& penne higg PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
| (1 SEPTEMBER 1995 Name 
1 (Cl WINTER 1995 I 
| (1 MARCH 1996 Address Apt. 
| Cl JUNE 1996 City 
1 forall ing re ae er Soi Les we odd $1 for 
ate : 
fee e fob delivered by ek groscbenbi Se State Zip 
L 4 


vacant WCW World championship. 


WWF World champion Hulk 
Hogan appeared on The Arsenio 
Hall Show on July 16 and 
declared, “I! have trained for 20 
years, two hours a day, to look 
like | do. But the thing | am not is 
I’m not a steroid abuser, and | do 
not use steroids” ... Lex Luger 
defeated Barry Windham to win 
his only WCW World champi- 
onship at The Great American 
Bash in Baltimore, Maryland, on 
July 4. Two weeks earlier, Ric 
Flair was stripped of the title when 
he could not come to a contractual 
agreement with WCW. Luger and 
Windham were determined to be 
the top contenders for the title ... 
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The one and only time Lex Luger has left the ring 
after winning a world heavyweight title came on 
July 4, 1991, when he beat Barry Windham for the 


SCRAPBOOK 


(Continued from page 33) 


Jeff Jarrett and Robert 
Fuller were battling with 
The Barroom Brawlers 
over the USWA tag team 
belts. The Brawlers won 
the belts from Jarrett and 
Fuller on July 8, but lost 
them back just one week 
later ... Also in Memphis, 
Awesome Kong defeated 
USWA heavyweight 
champ Jerry Lawler to 
win the title on July 29. 
Two weeks later, Lawler 
regained the belt, but he 
lost it again to Dragon 
Master two weeks after 
that ... Cactus Jack and 
Eddie Gilbert faced each 
other in a spectacular 
best-of-three-falls match 
on August 3 in Phila- 
delphia, with each fall 
having a different stipula- 
tion. The first phase was 
a falls-count-anywhere 
match, the second was a 
stretcher match, and the 
third was a steel cage 
match. Gilbert won the 
falls-count-anywhere 
match, while the other 
two ended in double-dis- 
qualifications ... Sting 
defeated Steve Austin in 
the finals of a tournament to win 
the WCW U.S. title on August 25 
in Atlanta. The title had been 
vacated by former champion Lex 
Luger when he won the World title 
... Two of the three major WWF 
titles changed hands at Summer- 
Slam at Madison Square Garden 
on August 26. Bret Hart defeated 
Intercontinental champion Curt 
Hennig to capture his first |-C title, 
while The Legion of Doom defeat- 
ed The Nasty Boys to win their 
only WWF World tag team title ... 
Legendary woman wrestler Vivian 
Vachon and her daughter Julie 
were killed in an automobile acci- 
dent August 25 on Route 109 near 


Montreal, Quebec. Vivian was 40. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 
Hogan; 2—Bret Hart; 3—Sot. 
Slaughter; 4—Curt Hennig; 5—Big 
Bossman; 6—The Undertaker; 
7—The Ultimate Warrior; 8—Sid 
Justice; 9—Virgil; 10—Irwin R. 
Schyster. 

WCW RATINGS: 1—Lex 
Luger; 2—Sting; 3—Ron Sim- 
mons; 4—Barry Windham; 5— 
Steve Austin; 6—Bobby Eaton; 
7—El Gigante; 8—P.N. News; 9— 
Johnny B. Badd; 10—Richard 
Morton. 


A little more than 4'/2 years after he won 
his first WWF tag team title, Bret Hart 
won his first WWF Intercontinental belt 
by beating Curt Hennig at SummerSlam 
"91. Fourteen months later, he’d win his 
first WWF World title. 


TAG TEAMS: i—The Legion of 
Doom; 2—Robert Fuller & Jeff 
Jarrett; 3—The Freebirds; 4—Arn 
Anderson & Larry Zbyszko; 5— 
The Nasty Boys; 6—The Natural 
Disasters; 7—The Patriots; 8— 
Rick Steiner & Bill Kazmaier; 9— 
The Beverly Brothers; 10—Chris 
Walker & Steve Simpson. GO 


Eee BACK ISSUES OF 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


July 1986/Stories include: King Kong Bundy, 
Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 


December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Bockwinkel, Gilbert, Nikita. 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 


May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

February 1990/Stories include: Sting-Luger, 
Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 


April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 


June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Rockers, 
Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 


July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard, 
September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 


October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 


November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 


May 1991/Stories include; Hogan-Slaughter, 
Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 


June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 


August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 
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September 1991/Stories include: Steiners 
vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 


November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 


January 1992/Stories include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 


February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 


May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson & 
Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 


June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 


August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 


October 1992/Stories include; Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 


November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 


April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 


June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler. 


July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 


November 1993/Stories include: Rude-Fiair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies. 


December 1993/Stories include: Luger, Sting 
& Flair, Fytch, Luna, Austin. 


January 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Rude- 
Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Cornette. 


February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steroids. 


April 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss. 


May 1994/Stories include: Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sherf. 


July 1994/Stories include: Flair-Hogan, 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


August 1994/Stories include: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Hart & Yokozuna, Badd. 


October 1994/Stories include: Undertaker, 
Cactus, Scorpio-Sabu, Funk, Sheik. 


November 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Owen, Bret, Badd, Lawler. 


December 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Vicious, Austin, Bomb. 


January 1995/Stories include: Holiday gifts, 
DiBiase, Badd, Backlund, PG-13. 


February 1995/Stories include: Hogan, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Sabu, Honky Tonk. 


April 1995/Stories include: Harlem Heat, 
Lawler-Comette, Beefcake, What If...? 


May 1995/Stories include: Sting-Savage, 
Jarrett, Flair, Douglas-Blanchard. 


July 1995/Stories include; Hogan, Jannetty, 
Piliman, LT, Dundee. 

August 1995/Stories include: Diesel, LT, 
Hogan, powerful people, Gargoyle. 


October 1995/Stories include: Backlund, 
Steiners, Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas. 


November 1995/Stories include: Flair- 
Savage, Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade. 


Winter 1995/Stories include: Sting-Hogan, 
Steiners, Yankem, Bodies, Am. 


January 1996/Stories include: Hogan, 
Douglas, anniversary review of 30 years. 


February 1996/Stories include: Hart, Luger, 


Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka. DiBiase, Crockett, Douglas, WWF. WCW, Cactus, Horowitz. 
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CHAMPIONS, BEWARE 


HERE COME THE 


wCW 


DARK HORSES! 


By Bob Smith 


S BRIAN PILLMAN arrived at 
the arena, he showed up at the 
wrestlers’ entrance whistling a care- 
free tune. After all, his opponent 
was scheduled to be Rip Rogers, a 
veteran who was a long way from 
breaking into the WCW top 10. Af- 
ter weeks of wrestling Barry Wind- 
ham and Sid Vicious, Pillman was 
looking forward to getting a break. 
The only break Brian came close 
to getting was in a bone in his right 
leg. For several minutes during his 


match, Rogers worked over 
Pillman’s calf, ramming it with 
kneedrops and  elbowsmashes. 


Pillman eventually went on to pin 
Rogers after belting him with a 
clothesline from the top rope. But 
when the final bell rang, Pillman 
knew he’d been in a real battle. 

“That was a __ preliminary 
match?” he asked. 

Such is life in WCW these days. 
From the opening match to the 
main event, the competition is 
such that every bout has real 
meaning. 

“| don’t know what happened, 
but it seems like everybody wants a 
belt around here,”’ said Rick Mor- 
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Ask WCW fans who 
the top stars of the 
federation are, and 
they'll invariably 
tell you Ric Flair, Lex 
Luger, the Steiners, 
and Sting. But even 
these superstars are 
starting to feel 
pressure from a hot 
assortment of young 
and veteran stars! 


ton, who has been forced into solo 
matches due to the knee injury of 
his Rock ’n’ Roll Express partner, 
Robert Gibson. ‘‘It takes real per- 
sistence to be able to break 
through. Bobby Eaton has shown it 
can be done. When he started 
wrestling as a single, not many 
people gave him much chance at 
success. Well, look at the guy now. 
He’s a true contender, and he’s 
proven that you can make it big in 
WCW if you're willing to try.” 
And now, more wrestlers are try- 
ing than ever before. Cards are 
packed with hungry youngsters and 


experienced hopefuls, all of whom 
are gunning for shots at the federa- 
tion’s roster of titles. Plus, with the 
impending resurrection of the WCW 
junior heavyweight title, there’s 
even more gold to strive for. 

Several WCW stars are on the 
verge of breaking into main events. 
Which of these wrestlers will estab- 
lish themselves as genuine con- 
tenders and which will remain scuf- 
fling for top events? Read on and 
decide for yourself. 

Tim Horner: This lithe 235- 
pounder is among WCW’s most 
gifted athletes, but his battles 
against some larger men left him 
with a _ less-than-unblemished 
record. However, Horner’s efforts in 
a six-man match at the March 21 
combined WCW/New Japan card in 
Tokyo impressed even _hard-to- 
please Japanese fans. 

“When Brad [Armstrong] and | 
won the Georgia National and UWF 
tag team titles in the ’80s, | 
thought we were on our way,” said 
Horner, whose breathtaking aerial 
maneuvers are gaining him legions 
of fans. ‘‘As all teams do, we drift- 
ed apart, and | kind of lost direc- 
tion. But | know where I’m going 
now. I’m staying with WCW until | 


a tag team champion with Brad Armstrong. 


win either the TV or junior heavw- 
weight titles. I've been a champion 
before, and |’m not stopping until | 
become one again.” 

The State Patrol: Buddy Lee 
Parker and James Earl Wright en- 
tered WCW two years ago, but a 
string of losses produced a one-way 
ticket to nowhere. Still, experience 
is making these former law enforce- 
ment officials feared by even the 
best of teams. 

“Hey, these dudes are tough,”’ 
admitted WCW World tag team 
champion Rick Steiner after a re- 
cent match against the Patrol. 
“They have everything they need to 
make it big—size, speed, and agil- 
ity. And don’t get caught with 
Parker’s clothesline, ‘cause he'll 
tear your head right off your shoul- 
ders. | can name about five teams 
around here lI’d rather face than 
these guys.”’ 

Dustin Rhodes: ‘‘The Natural” 
remains on the cusp, but he’s get- 
ting closer. He’s on the verge of 
becoming a main eventer, but he 
still needs a bit more seasoning. 
Recent victories against Terry Tay- 
lor, Eaton, and Dutch Mantel have 
proved that he has escaped from 
the shadow of his famous father, 
three-time World champion Dusty 
Rhodes. 

“That's the biggest thing on my 


62 The Wrestler 


The State Patrol double-teams Rick Morton (above); even Rick Steiner is impressed by 


these guys. Dustin Rhodes has shown promise in wins over Dutch Mantel (below). 


mind,’’ said Dustin. ‘‘For two 
years, people have pointed at me 
and said, ‘There’s Dusty’s kid.’ But 
| want ‘em to point and Say, 
‘There’s Dustin Rhodes, contender 
for the World title.’ I’m a lot closer 
to that than most people realize.”’ 

Mr. Hughes: This former AWA 
star has now become a ‘“‘business 
associate”’ in The York Foundation, 
which means he’s little more than 


_+/P : 
a glorified bodyguard. But at 6’5”’ 
and 308 pounds, Hughes is more 
than big and powerful enough to 
become a contender, as he was in 
1990 against U.S. champion Lex 
Luger. 

“One of these days, |’m going to 
let Mr. Hughes loose,’’ threatened 
manager Alexandra York. ‘‘The de- 
struction this man is capable of is 
frightening. He's so intense that 


Tracey Smothers knows how tough Mr. Hughes can be (above). Former World champion 
Tommy Rich unleashes his ‘‘wildfire’’ on Cuban Assassin (below). 


: 


ws Fre, 
even / don’t want to get near him 
sometimes.”’ 

Tommy Rich: Ranking ‘‘Wild- 
fire’’ among these dark horses al- 
most seems like an insult, since 
Rich is a former World champion. 
However, his recent success in cap- 
turing the WCW six-man tag team 


title (with Morton and Junkyard 
Dog) helped him overcome a pro- 
longed slump. 

“‘Now that | have a title again, | 
feel I’m back in the flow,” said 
Rich, who remains among WCW’s 
most popular athletes. ‘Two years 
ago, | was a contender for Luger’s 


U.S. belt. Now that | have the sup- 
port of Ricky and JYD, I’m back on 
top again. I’ve been lacking a little 
confidence, but |’m still ready for 
action after all these years.’’ 

Big Josh: Fans laughed at this 
Pacific Northwest native when he 
made his first WCW appearances in 


Big Josh is a Pacific Northwest powerhouse 
who gets dangerous when angry. 


February. However, his successful 
tag team with Rich has convinced 
many fans this backwoodsman has 
more talent than they were first led 
to believe. 

“Josh is a nice guy, but don’t 
get him mad,”’ said commentator 
Tony Schiavone. ‘During a recent 
televised match, | saw him man- 
handle Ric Flair, Barry Windham, 
and Arn Anderson like it was noth- 
ing. If he can stop using that ax- 
handle in the ring—and I’m talking 
a real axhandle here—he’ll stop 
getting disqualified, and that will 
improve his record.’”’ 

Add to that list Rogers, Morton, 
The Royal Family, and Black Bart, 
and it’s no wonder that WCW 
undercard bouts are often as ac- 
tion-packed as the main events. 

Attention Flair, Luger, Arn Ander- 
son, and the Steiners: Enjoy your 
titles while you can. You never 
know which of these dark horses 
could turn into a thoroughbred! CL! 
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TOP 10 


234, San Antonio, TX 

{3} WWE World champion 

THE GIANT 

430, parts unknown 

(-) WCW World ch ion 
3 THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 


(6) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


4 LEX LUGER 

265, Chicago, IL 

(9) WCW TV champion 
& STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 


{2) No. 2 contender: WCW World fitle 


GOLDUST 
254, Austin, TX 


(5) WWF Intercontinental champion 


7 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


(7) Ne. 4 contender: WCW World title 


JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 


{-) USWA heavyweight champion 
g THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


273, Scottsdale, AZ 


{-) No, 6 contender: WWF World title 


10 RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


(4) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 


wcw 
World Champion: 
THE GIANT 
(6) 430, parts unknown 
1—KONNAN 
(1) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—STING 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
3—LEX LUGER 
(4) 265, Chicago, IL 
4—HULK HOGAN 
(3) 275, Venice Beach, CA 
5—RIC FLAIR 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
6—RANDY SAVAGE 
(5) 237, Sarasota, FL 
7—BOOTY MAN 
(-) 273, San Francisco, CA 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 
(-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
9—ARN ANDERSON 
(7) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
10—MARCUS BAGWELL 
(-) 240, Marietta, GA 
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WWE 
World Champion: 
SHAWN MICHAELS 
(2) 234, San Antonio, TX 
1—GOLDUST 
(1) 254, Austin, TX 
2—THE UNDERTAKER 
(3) 328, parts unknown 


AUSTIN 
(8) 241, Dallas, TX 


RET HART 

(C) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
5—BIG VAN VADER 

(-) 450, Denver, CO 
6—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 

{-} 273, Scottsdale, AZ 
7—AHMED JOHNSON 

(7) 255, Pearl River, MS 
8—SAVIO VEGA 

(4) 260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 


IESEL 
(-) 356, las Vegas, NV 
10—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
{-) 245, leeds, England 


The Giant 


TAG TEAMS 


1 SKIP & ZIP 
Combined weight: 446 pounds 
(4) WWE World tag team champions 
LEX LUGER & STING 
Combined weight: 525 pounds 
(2) WCW World tag team champions 
3 RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(5) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
q@ HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 
Combined weight: 531 pounds 
(1) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
THE ROAD WARRIORS 


Combined weight: 560 pounds 

(3) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tug title 
PUBLIC ENEMY 

Combined weight: 583 pounds 


(8) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
7 THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight: 585 pounds 
{-) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tag title 
8 THE ELIMINATORS 
Combined weight: 459 pounds 
{6) ECW tag team champions 
& THE CYBERPUNKS 
Combined weight: 471 pounds 
{-) USWA tag team champions 
10 MARCUS BAGWELL & SCOTTY RIGGS 
Combined weight: 464 pounds 


(-) No. 5 contenders: WCW World tag title 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 


JEFF JARRETT 
(-) 230, Nashville, TN 


EL 
(2) 568, Harlem, NY 
2—JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
3—BiLL DUNDEE 
(10) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
4—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
5—J. J. ARMSTRONG 
(3) 240, Marietta, GA 
6—CYBERPUNK ICE 
_(-) 250, parts unknown 
7—CYBERPUNK FIRE 
(-} 221, parts unknown 


8—TOMMY RICH 
(8) 248, Hendersonville, TN 


6 
(7) 285, Harlem, NY 


10—REGGIE B. FINE 
(-) 215, Memphis, TN 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 


RAVEN 
(C) 235, Short Hills, NJ 
1—2 COLD SCORPIO 
(2) 222, Denver, CO 
2—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(1) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—SABU 
(3) 220, Bombay 
4—THE SANDMAN 
(4) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
5—TOMMY DREAMER 
(5) 245, Yonkers, NY 


6—TAZ 
(7) 221, Red Hook, NY 


—AXL ROTTEN 
(10) 302, Philadelphia, PA 
8—BRIAN LEE 
{-} 251, los Angeles, CA 
9—ROB VAN DAM 
(-} 227, Battle Creek, MI 
10—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
(-) 187, New York, NY 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 
issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


MOST HATED 


| THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR | GOLDUST 
273, Scottsdale, AZ 254, Austin, TX 


Last issue: unrated 


2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
3 SHAWN MICHAELS 


234, San Antonio, TX 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
4 THE UNDERTAKER 


328, parts unknown 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


5 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


SAVIO VEGA 
260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 
Last issue: unrated 


LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


8 AHMED JOHNSON 
255, Pearl River, MS 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


9 RANDY SAVAGE 
237, Sarasota, FL 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


10 TOMMY DREAMER 
245, Yonkers, NY 
Last issue: unrated 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
NOBUHIKO TAKADA 
(C) 231, Yokohama, Japan 
1—THE GREAT MUTA 
(1) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
2—SHINJIRO OTANI 
{-) 215, Yokohama, Japan 
3—JUSHIN LIGER 
(3) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
4—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(2) 287, Gisu, Japan 
5—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(5) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
6—CHRIS BENOIT 
(-) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
7—§COTT NORTON 
(7) 360, Minneapolis, MN 
8—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 
(4) 225, Tokyo, Japan 
9—MASA CHONO 
(6) 235, Tokyo, Jopan 
10—EL SAMURAI 
(8) 210, Tokyo, Japan 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


3 BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


4 KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 


Last issve: No. 6 Most Hated 


5 MANKIND 


277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


Last issue: unrated 
6 JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: unrated 

THE GIANT 

430, parts unknown 


Last Issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


8 JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 
Last issue: unrated 


@ ARN ANDERSON 


249, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Hated . 


10 STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
Last issue: unrated 


ALL-JAPAN 


Triple Crown Champion: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Saitama, Japan 
1—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(1) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
2—STEVE WILLIAMS 
{-) 265, Norman, OK 
3—JOHNNY ACE 
(6) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
4—STAN HANSEN 
(4) 322, Borger, TX 
5—KENTA KOBASHI 
(2) 261, Tokyo, Jopan 
6—THE PATRIOT 
(8) 251, Columbia, SC 
7—AKIRA TAUE 
(3) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
8—GARY ALBRIGHT 
(5) 343, Billings, MT 
9—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(7) 202, Fichigi, Japan 
10—DOUG FURNAS 
(-) 243, Commerce, OK 


These ratings are based on the yest 10 issues of this magazine. 


We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine a second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport, 


SINGLES 

1—BRET HART sessscsncciscrsscnropowssne Rees 67 points 
2—HULK HOGAN... sanaw5T points 
S=GING carne PINT pe 57 points 
4—SHAWN MICHAELS .sssssssnnsnsenssosessnennsee5 POIntS 
5—DIESEL sassrosesre heteSee AMRON 5 vasan52 points 
TAG TEAMS 

T—THE SMOKIN' GUNNS .ensesssnssstsnsensnnsnn ...66 points 
2—HARLEM HEAT csassssstssenetnnesonsesnisnsine 60 points 
3—OWEN HART & YOKOZUNA vorssnssnnnnesnsssnnecAT points 
4—SKIP. 8 ZIP sssserssesne venue points 


sesveeeeeed POINES 


AAA: AAA Champion—Konnan; 1—Perro Aguayo; 2—Rey Misterio Jr; 3—Psicosis; 4— 
Juventud Guerrero; 5—Pierroth Jr; 6—La Parka; 7—Octogon; 8—Cien Caras; 9—Zibernetico; 
10—Heavy Metal. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rantula; 1—Tito Sontano; 2—Rick Martel; 3—Johnny Gunn; 4— 
Virgil; 5—Mr. Hughes; 6—Fronk Stalletio; 7—Johnny Grahom; &—Glen Osbourne; 9—Lord 
Zoltan; 10—Ubas. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Greg Valentine; I—Rick Martel; 2—Tito Sontana; 3—Scott 
Putski; 4—Tony Atlas; 5—Johnay Gunn; 6—Metal Maniac; 7—Bastion Booger: 8—Jimmy Snuka; 
$—Koko B. Wore: 10—Joe Savoldi, 

MTW: MTW Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Bruiser Bedlam; 2—Rock Stevens; 3—Machine Gun 
Kelly; 4—D-Lo Brown; 5—J.. Lightning: 6-—Chris Carter; 7—Bobo Brazil Jr.; 8—Brod Armstrong; 
9—Ray Roberts; 10—Johnny Paradise. 

PCW: PCW Champion—Akita Kaos; 1—Ray Odyssey; 2—Jimmy Deo; 3—D-Lo Brown; 4— 
Doink the Clown; 5—Reckless Youth; 6—Boh Backlund; 7—Nikolai Volkaff; 8—Mark Mest; 9— 
Maxx Crimson; 10—Johnny Graham. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Lenny Lone; 2—Komikoze Kid; 3—J.B. Trask; 4— 
Horace the Psychopath; 5—Don Jesser; 6—Blacktop Bully; 7—Noilz; 8—The Mangler; 9—The 
Nightstalker; 10—Kenny Jay. 

PWE: PWF Champion—George South; 1—Itolian Stallion; 2—Gladiator Il; 3—Chris Homrick; 
4—Floming Youth; 5—Austin Steele; 6-—Stor Ryder: 7—Terry Austin; 8—Russian Assassin Il; 
9—Crvel Connection Il; 10—Tyrone Knox. 

WWA; WWA Champion—Jim McPherson; 1—Siryker; 2—Ubas; 3—Kanta Klaus; 4—Chuck 
Sloan; 5—John Rotten; 6—Chris Evans: 7—Fronk Finnegan; 8—Metal Maniac; 9—Gino Coruso; 
10—Ed Ailas. 
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NALYSIS 


A heinous crime! Just when it seemed 
Yokozuna was getting ready to make another strong 
run at either the WWF World or Intercontinental title, 
he runs into Big Van Vader. Or maybe we should say 
Vader ran into him. It happened just about 24 hours 
after WrestleMania XII, during a taping of WWF 
Monday Night Raw. Vader met 
Yokozuna in a one-on-one 
match for the first time and 
apparently wasn’t that con- 
cerned with pinning him. 

Just a few minutes into the 
/ match, Vader executed a re- 
verse splash from the second 
rope and landed squarely on 

: Yoko’s left leg. A bone cracked. 
Yokozuna The referee, sensing Yoko had 
suffered a serious injury, called for the bell and award- 
ed the match to Vader. But Vader wasn’t done. He 
continued to attack the leg for several more minutes 
and later smashed the injured leg with a chair while 
attendants were loading Yoko into an ambulance. 

WWF officials expect Yoko to be out of action for 
several months, and thus he has disappeared from 
our ratings. That's too bad, because after he dumped 
manager Jim Cornette this winter, he had been 
wrestling with renewed vigor and looked as good in 
the ring as he had during his second WWF World title 
reign. You can be sure Vader will have to deal with 
Yokozuna again at some point. 

Does this attack give Vader the dubious distinction 
of being the most hated man in the WWF ... and per- 
haps all of wrestling right now? You could probably 
make an argument that-he is just that, but we still feel 
Goldust is infuriating fans more. Some of his actions 
are just so controversial—and in many cases, lewd— 
that we feel we have to give him the nod for 
this month. 

What's with thi ‘i Guy? We're probably 
just as confused as you é are. The Giant storms into 
WCW in the summer of 1995 saying he would be pick- 
ing up where Andre the Giant left off a few years ago 
in the WWF and would be the man to destroy Hulk 
Hogan. Even with Kevin Sullivan’s help, he was 
unable to do that. Then he and Sullivan began having 
problems. He apparently severed his ties with Sullivan 
when he thought Sullivan had cost him an opportunity 
to win the WCW World title from Ric Flair in March. 
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The fans cheered as he choke-slammed Sullivan 
and left the ring on his own. 

Then just seven days later, The Giant was slated to 
team with Sting against Harlem Heat, but Jimmy 
Hart got to him first and convinced to go after Sting 
instead. 

The best way to sum up this situation, we think, is 
to say The Giant is confused. He doesn’t know who 
he should listen to or whose side he is on. He proba- 
bly doesn’t know if trying to befriend Hogan and his 
pals is the best way for him to go. Would they even 
trust him enough to welcome him into their camp? 

For now, we’re assuming The Giant is going to 
remain a rulebreaker for the time being and continue 
being advised by Hart. Therefore we are going to 
pa Pires in pelle Most Hated pnp, for this issue. 

re’s Bret and here’s Johnny (we 
mean : Mar c)! Bret Hart may be a three-time for- 
mer WWF World: champion, he may have Ory recent- 
ly lost the WWF title to Shawn , oe 
Michaels, and he may be the 
man most capable of putting an | 
end to “The Heartbreak Kid's” | 
first WWF championship reign, 
but he is not in our ratings at all | 
in this issue. 

That’s because, as you read §f 
in the story that begins on ® 
page 42, he is not wrestling on ° 
a regular basis at this time. In 
fact, as of the day we went to press, he had not wres- 
tled even once since WrestleMania XII. Until he 
comes back on at least a part-time basis, he will not 
be rated. 

One man who has made the WWF rankings for the 
first time is “Wildman” Marc Mero, who is now using 
his real name after competing for a long time in WCW 
as Johnny B. Badd. He’s already involved in a feud 
with Hunter Hearst Helmsley, and it might not be 
long before he’s near or at the top of the WWF. OD 


Bret Hart 


Until next month ... lf you have any questions or comments 
relating to our ratings or what you see 
on this page, we want to hear them. Write to: 


“Ratings Analysis,” ¢/o THE Wrestler, Box 1148, 
Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
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For Three Decades, 


it 


, The Most Respected Wrestling Magazine In The World 


qh More full-length articles than any 


other wrestling magazine 
anywhere! 
e Quarterly special issues— 
featuring sensational 
full-color sections! 
e Anexclusive “Q & A” interview 
with one of wrestling’s 
top stars! 


 . “you Asked Us,” in which top 


stars answer YOUR questions! 


: / eo Cheers and jeers to those who 


deserve them most in 

“Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down"! 
° “Introducing” a dynamic 

up-and-coming young star! 


? © A “Spotlight” photo feature on 


the career of one of the 
mat’s superstars! 


For nearly 30 years 


THE 
_has kept fans. 
Informed about 


5 


mat sport! Become 
a Subscriber today— 
and save up to 25% 
off the newsstand 
price! 


¢ Ona rotating bimonthly hasis: 
“Beyond The Squared Circle,” 
featuring candid photos of your 
favorite stars, and “Matt Brock’s ._ i 
Looking Back,” in which the 4s # a ar, RIE i mt é | | 
veteran reporter examines 
yesteryear’s mat classics! T IN ON ALL THE ACTION! 
All this—and much, much Now, with two new ways to subscribe, getting The Wrestler 
more!—ever'y four weeks! delivered to your door each month is easier than ever! 
% ¢ Get 13 issues of THE WRESTLER for $29.20— 
a 20% savings off the newsstand price! 


°¢ Get 26 issues of THE WRESTLER for $54.75— 
a 25% savings off the newsstand price! 


ee ee “7 


Signature: 


ice oer goo U.S. only. Canada and all other countries: $39.60 for 13 issues ($61.70 airmail), and $75.55 for 26 issues ($119. airmail). For all orders o ntema 
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' London Publishing Co. knee 
| P.O. Box 910 = ; pet i 
" Ft. Washington, PA 19034 (City __State Zip : 0 
i A ves, | would like to subscribe to THE WRESTLER eae eT 
| CL | am enclosing $29.20 for a 13-issue subscripti Bua neue 
alow ee : scription (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) | 
enclosing $54.75 for a 26-issue subscription ; 
i E [_]Visa [_]MasterCard # t 
i NEW | RENEWAL Expiration date: / \ 
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“When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
| Pnagazine has all the inside information you want 
| TR _. and it’s only a phone call away. 
if it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


Be ES <> le 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


“BF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Costyper minute in the 
United Kingdom is 39p cheap rate and 49p at allother'times, incl. VAT. 
Kids, get. your parents’ penmission. 
BEM Box 6424, London WCIIN 3XX 4112/08-95 
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